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NOT OUT! 
JIMMY MOXON, Founding Editor of The Moxon Magazine and First President of The 
Moxon Society, would assuredly have approved of the cricketing allusion! In April 1988 
he proudly dedicated a full page of his inaugural issue of the Magazine to  Yorkshire and 
England cricketer Martyn Moxon. 

Cricket was just one of Jimmy Moxon’s 
passions. There are many accounts of his 
colourful and energetic personality and 
in this fiftieth issue of the magazine he 
founded we pay tribute in the words of 
the travel writer Mark Moxon.  

We are also hopeful that the Moxon 
Magazine continues, as Jimmy intended 
it, to be  a family forum for the Moxons 
and their friends… and our Maxon, Mox-
ham and Megson cousin… [endeav-  
ouring] to give us twice each year a 
medley of Moxon memories.  At the re-
cent Annual Gathering on the Isle of 
Wight it was reported that a number of 
people had decided not to continue with 
membership of the Society because the 
magazine was of little interest when it 
did not include information about their 
particular branch of the family. With 
more than fifty Moxon (or Moxsom or 
Mokeson or Moxham or Moakson) fami-

ly trees now available on the web site it 
would be impossible to include a repre-
sentative from every tree in every issue!  
But if you would like to see the Maga-
zine publish more on your particular 
Moxon interest, please let us know! 
Meanwhile, we shall endeavour to bring 
you what we hope continues to be an 
interesting medley of Moxiana. 

This year also sees the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of the Moxon Family Research 
Trust which is still active and has recent-
ly produced DNA evidence linking two of 
those many Moxon family trees, and it’s 
research with a trans-Atlantic connec-
tion too! Meanwhile, Chris Moxon, now 
retired and residing in Bolton, has input 
all the data for an index of the Magazine 
— over 95,000 words —  which will 
prove an invaluable tool for further re-
search. Details of the availability of the 
Index will appear in our next issue.   

Detail from bust of Jimmy Moxon 
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From the President’s Desk... 

O 
SBORNE HOUSE, the Isle of 
Wight home of Queen Vic-
toria, has been near the 

top of my ‘must visit’ list for over 
half a century.  For many of us the 
time of Queen Victoria doesn’t 
seem very far away.  My maternal 
grandparents were both born, and 
indeed married, during her reign 
and I well remember sitting on 
grandma’s knee listening to her 
entrancing accounts of the wild 
celebrations which went on to cele-
brate Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 
1897.  The behaviour of the local 
youths was, apparently, enough to 
curdle the blood of God-fearing folk 
and Grandma, a life-long teetotal 
Methodist, was, even after 50 
years, still scandalised by their 
drunken antics.  Ah, lack-a-day! 

Please make a note in your diary 
now for next year’s gathering; it is 
to be held at Llandudno on 13-15 
September 2013 which Ken Moxon 
of Chester has kindly offered to 

organise.  Those of you who will be 
coming from distant parts and 
aren’t too familiar with the geogra-
phy of the British Isles need to 
know that Llandudno is in Wales, so 
you will need to allow time to ar-
range your visa.  A quick language 
course would also be useful; it will 
equip you to participate fully in the 
local cultural milieu and will enable 
flawless detection of rudeness by 
the natives. 

Talking of natives, it has been 
pointed out to me that certain 
parts of the Moxon of Hull… article 
in the April 2012 edition of The 
Moxon Magazine were capable of 
misinterpretation.  I am happy to 
clear up the confusion.  Apart from 
the introductory paragraph in ital-
ics, which was written by me, the 
whole of the article is Reynolds’s, 
dating from 1928.  The penultimate 
paragraph, which was the particu-
lar cause of concern to one or two 
readers, is not the result of some  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

recent breakthrough in Moxon re-
search but was the now discredited 
outcome of enquiries by ‘a corre-
spondent in Yorkshire’, one of 
Reynolds’s informants.  Interested  
readers can find the ipsissima verba 
concerning the Pontefract Moxons 
in Samuel and Lydia Moxon of Ferry 
Fryston and their descendants by 
Don Moxon et al, 2003. 

Hendrix says it’s time for walkies so 
it’s nos da from him and da bo chi 
from me. 

Graham Jagger 

President, The Moxon Society 
Leicester, October 2012 

Well, another annual gathering has been and gone.  Almost a rec-
ord turn-out this year for the very successful ‘do’ on the Isle of 
Wight so ably organised by John and Sue who, it has to be said, 
had the advantage of being natives of the island.   

O f the making of many books 
there is no end, said the 

prophet in the book of Ecclesias-
tes!  For which many of us are tru-
ly thankful! 

Our President’s mention of the book 
Samuel and Lydia Moxon of Ferry 
Fryston and their descendants 
prompts me to remind members that 
The Moxon Society has a variety of 
books on sale ranging from Jimmy 
Moxon’s The Moxon’s of Yorkshire 
written before the Society was formed 

(see opposite) and still available with 
others through the web site or via the 
President, to the said Ferry Fryston 
book reprinted by the authors, Don 
Moxon et al. and again available on the 
www.lulu.com web site after a neces-
sary redaction to remove certain de-
tails of living descendants at their re-
quest. 

Don Moxon is also well on his way to 
publishing a facsimile, with a new pref-
ace, of the first edition of Elizabeth 
Moxon’s English Housewifry.  Eliza-

beth’s book was first published in 1764, 
predating Mrs Beeton’s Book of House-
hold Management by a hundred years. 
Don’s work will be a proud addition to 
our Moxon library and also very useful: 
I am reliably informed that her ‘lemon 
posset’ is ‘to die for!’ 

All previous issues of The Moxon Mag-
azine are of course available via the 
web site, and there will soon be an 
index to them: see later in this issue for 
details.                                          

                                                     Editor 

Of the making of many books... 
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The Inaugural Gathering 1987 

The 27 seater Moxon stratocruiser! 
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T 
HOMAS MOXON was born in 
Leicester in 1804, the son of 
Sarah and Thomas Moxon, a 

coal merchant. Their first son, also 
called Thomas, was born the previous 
year and presumably died in infancy. 
Four brothers followed and one sister, 
Mary Anne, who in 1835 married Wil-
liam Thomas Howgill, described at 
different times as a Shoe Maker and a 
Grazier.  

By 1841 Thomas had established him-
self as a tailor in Leicester’s High Street; 
he probably worked alongside his 
younger brother, John, also a tailor who 
died “in the house of his brother Thom-
as” in 1851. He was credited with being 
a frequent visitor to France to ensure 
his High Street shop stocked the very 
latest in ladies’ fashions. 

By 1851 Thomas’s tailoring business 
was large enough for him to employ 14 
men; and he was still employing the 
same number ten years later. 

In 1829 he married Frances Hol-
lingsworth, whose father had been a 
hosier. He and Frances produced four 
children, one of whom, also called 
Thomas, seems to have died in child-
hood. His only son at the time of his 
death, James George Moxon, was his 
Executor and continued with the fami-
ly’s tailoring business. Of their two 
daughters the elder, Catherine Frances, 
married James Peet, a Silk Manufactur-
er from Derby, while the younger, Se-
lina Fanny, never married but became a 
Boarding House keeper in Llandudno 
and appears to have helped care for her 
sister’s offspring. 

Thomas’s wife, Frances, died in 1855 
and nine months later Thomas, the son 
of a coal merchant, married Catherine 
Lee, the daughter of a Warwickshire 
Gentleman. 

The earliest reference found so far to 
Thomas Moxon’s political activities 
dates from the Leicester Journal in 1843 
and is perhaps worth reproducing in 
full: 

 THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 
St. Martin's. 

In selecting the Tory candidates for this 
ward each of the sections into which the 
party may be divided had its representa-
tive. The jovial, tippling, pugilistic sec-
tion determined upon one of the retiring 
members, Mr. Moxon, tailor; the Phari-
saicals chose Mr. Morley, draper; and as 
the former are always among the most 
prominent supporters of the Establish-
ment, and the latter, however scrupu-
lous in some things, are by no means 
nice as to how they gain their ends, 
there was a most cordial coalition.  Mr. 
Moxon is too well known to need any 
description; but as Mr. Morley is not so, 
we may state that he is a most bigotted 
high-churchman, some of his advertise-
ments ending with the words “No Dis-
senter need apply.”  Renegades are al-
ways the most bitter opponents; and 
this man, we are informed, was once a 
Dissenter. 

The poll was taken at the Town Hall 
before Mr. Alderman Cripps and Messrs. 
Loseby and Jolly, the Ward Assessors.  It 
went on slowly all the day, the Tories 
commencing with a majority, and stead-
ily increasing it till the close.  In the mid-
dle of the day, Mr Moxon liberally treat-
ed the agents on both sides and the 
official at the Town Hall, with pork pie 
and excellent ale, more than twelve 
months old, from his own cellar. 

The Tories appeared to have no difficul-
ty in getting up their voters.  They had a 
committee-room at a public house near 
the hall, whence some of their support-
ers were seen to issue, after polling, 
with that self complacent movement of 

the lips which is frequently observable 
after partaking of an agreeable bever-
age, especially among persons who can-
not get it when they like. 

The number of registered voters in the 
ward is 310; of whom only 205 
polled....One Liberal (Mr. Gibson) split 
for Manning and Moxon, two (Messrs. J. 
Wilkinson and Cowling) went over to 
the Tories.  Mr Moxon voted for himself 
and his colleague Mr. Morley voted for 
Moxon only.  Messrs. Manning and Ste-
venson did not vote at all. 

The numbers at the close were :— 

Tories. Moxon....135 Morley….193 

Liberals. Manning….69 Stevenson….68 

The Tories polled three or four votes less 
than last year, the Liberals four votes 
more. 

It is perhaps worth remembering that 
Dickens’ portrait of the Eatanswill elec-
tion in The Pickwick Papers had caused 
a sensation when it had been published 
seven years previously and it is quite 
possible that the Journal reporter had 
read it. Despite the tone of this piece, 
the Journal tended to favour the Con-
servatives at this time, while the Mercu-
ry favoured the Liberals. 

Thomas Moxon never achieved high 
office during more than twenty years of 
being a Town Councillor, but during this 
period he was one of only four Tories 
opposing 38 Liberal Councillors. 

The subject of bribery in elections came 
to concern Thomas Moxon greatly. In 
1848 the Conservative party held a Din-
ner for about 150 prominent supporters 
to celebrate the success of their appeal 
to the House of Commons to unseat the 
Liberal on the grounds of bribery and 
corruption. This Dinner was reported in 
the Leicester Journal at length, taking 
up a full half page on the 23rd June is-
sue. Amongst the twenty-eight toasts 

In researching my family tree I never paid much attention to Thomas Moxon, my half second cousin three 
times removed (!), until I transferred the data for the 1851 census and discovered that he was a Town 
Councillor as well as a Tailor. I started to look at newspaper articles and soon found he was a man of some 
importance in Leicester in the middle of the nineteenth century. 

Christopher Moxon 

The Tory Tailor 
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that were drunk that evening was a 
toast to the four people who had each 
provided a security of £250 to enable 
this appeal to be considered by the 
House of Commons – amongst which 
was Thomas Moxon. A further toast was 
specifically to Mr Moxon who had 

“taken a prominent part in the recent 
proceedings and deserved [the compa-
ny’s] thanks for the patriotism he had 
displayed...there was not a more zeal-
ous man in the cause”.  

The Dinner started at 4pm, and the 
Chairman and many others left at 

11.30pm whereupon Thomas Moxon 
was called to the Chair and, adds the 
Journal Reporter, “we presume many of 
the company did not separate until an 
early hour in the morning”. 

This was not the only occasion that 
Thomas Moxon took over the chair. At 
the end of 1854 the Sale of Beers Act, 
which restricted the opening hours for 
public houses, caused widespread ri-
oting. In Leicester in 1855 the Mayor 
summoned a public meeting at the 
Temperance Hall to discuss a motion to 
close all public houses on Sundays. 
Many hundreds assembled, reported 
the Journal on February 23rd, “chiefly 
consisting of working men, militia and 
youths”. By the time the meeting was 
due to start “considerably more than 
two thousand persons must have 
squeezed into the hall and the heat was 
suffocating.” The discomfort and the 
strong feelings resulted in the propos-
ers of the motion being shouted down 
and, after numerous appeals for order 
had been ignored, the Mayor dissolved 
the meeting and left the hall with the 
clergymen and the principal promoters.  

But many people stayed behind and 
Thomas Moxon was asked to take the 
chair. He agreed with a rousing speech, 
reported the Journal – “You are called 
upon to speak to your rights as English-
men. England has always boasted of 
being a free country, of being free in 
both politics and religion.....the class of 
innkeepers represent a great deal of 
property in this country, and pay a great 
many taxes – there is no class that pays 
more....This meeting has been called by 
a number of gentlemen who have it in 
their power to drink their wine or bran-
dy at home. They are in a different posi-
tion from the working man.....Mr Bur-
gess has asked me if I will be responsible 
for any damage that may be done in 
this hall ...by prolonging the meeting. I 
tell him I will. I have the confidence in 
your good conduct....I have travelled 
through England, France, Belgium and 
Germany...and I never saw any 
town...where the Sabbath is better 
kept...than in Leicester....I do not want 
to go to the public house on Sunday. But 
I came here to advocate your rights as 
Englishmen.”  Chris Moxon at Welford Road Cemetery, Leicester, beside the monument to 

Thomas Moxon, Tailor.                                                        Photo by Philip Lord 
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On the question of Englishmen’s rights, 
it is worth noting that it had already 
been made clear at the meeting that 
the women present, who were confined 
to the upper gallery, could not vote. 
And straight after Thomas Moxon’s 
speech two students of a Baptist college 
who tried to speak in favour of closing 
public houses on Sundays were “at 
length pulled off the table and summar-
ily ejected”. Despite the rowdiness of 
the meeting the Journal noted that “we 
have heard of no accident worth re-
porting.” 

Clearly Thomas Moxon was a man who 
was well known and respected in the 
town and he was still serving as a town 
councillor when he died in 1863. The 
Derby Mercury reported  

Many Derbyshire men will join their 
brethren of Leicestershire in mourning 
the loss of Mr. Councillor Moxon.  This 
much lamented gentleman expired at his 
residence, in Leicester, on Monday 
evening, at eleven o'clock.  He had suf-
fered long.  Not from bodily pain or 
oppressive disease, but from debility 
that denied him exertion – weakness that 
confined his indomitable spirit and 
curbed his expansive desires for the 
public service.  Mr MOXON was almost 
as well known in Derby as in Leicester.  
A dozen years ago he held a branch 
establishment in this town, and here, as 
elsewhere, he won many friends by his 
uncommon candour in promoting the 
legitimate objects he had in view, and by 
his determination to maintain an inde-
pendent portion come what might.  
Though he was an original member of 
the Leicester municipality he never won 
the higher rewards of municipal labour.  
Thus it may be said he sacrificed the 
corporate honours to his individuality; 
but not one of his opponents ever dis-
cerned in the conduct of THOMAS 
MOXON the shadow of a subterfuge, or 
the cowardice of compromise.   

The Leicester Journal similarly gave a 
lengthy obituary informing  

...the public of the death of this well-
known and highly-respected gentleman.  
Nearly twenty-three years ago, Mr. 
Moxon became a member of our Town 
Council, which office he held continu-
ously until his death.   

An active and consistent Conservative, 
he was a generous opponent, prepared 
to support any measure for the public 
good, no matter with whom it might 
have originated.  His manly and out-
spoken honesty—in these times when 
periphrastic speaking is the mode—was 
quite refreshing, as regardless of friend 
or foe he denounced jobbery, and pro-
tested against the narrow-minded spirit, 
which the Liberals—save the mark! —
have so unflinchingly carried out since 
they have had the dominant power in the 
Borough. 

He possessed in an eminent degree that 
natural wit, that was wont to set the 
table in a roar, while his hand and heart 
were as “open as the day” to suffering 
and distress.  His death has created a 
void that will not readily be filled: and 
so long as that courageous honesty, 
which regardless of consequences, hesi-
tates not to denounce jobbery, is prized 
amongst us so long will the memory of 
Thomas Moxon be cherished by his fel-
low townsmen. 

Thomas Moxon was a successful busi-
ness man and a leading politician in his 
home town. It is perhaps worth adding 
that he was clearly one of that “number 
of gentlemen who have it in their pow-
er to drink their wine or brandy at 
home.” In 1864 his son placed an adver-
tisement in the Leicester Journal offer-
ing for sale  

A SMALL Cellar of choice PORT, com-
prising vintages 1832, 1834, 1844, and 
1847, the property of the late Mr. Thom-
as Moxon. 

 

The Tory Tailor 

The Temperance Hall, Granby 
Street, Leicester, from a postcard. 
This was the scene of Thomas Mox-
on’s meeting in 1855. It had been 
built just two years earlier by Thom-
as Cook , founder of the famous 
travel firm whose first outing took  
570 temperance campaigners from 
Leicester to nearby Loughborough 
for a rally. He charged each passen-
ger  one shilling for their rail ticket 
(standing room only in one of the 
nine open carriages) and food on 
the journey.  As well as temperance 
meetings, the Temperance Hall 
staged popular variety shows and 
later was converted to a cinema 
operating under various names 
(Metropolitan Pictures; Cinema de 
Luxe; Prince’s Cinema; The Essoldo 
Cinema).  It finally closed in July 
1960 after which it was demolished 
in favour of a block of shops. The 
next-door Temperance Hotel, also 
built by Cook,  is scheduled to be-
come an office block.     Editor 

IN THE LAST ISSUE we printed a photo of The Ginger Pig and asked what connec-
tion it might have with the Moxon Society. Quick as a flash we got an email from 
Jim & Birgitt Moxon from USA who correctly identified the address as Moxon Street, 
Marylebone, W1 from one of their previous trips to UK. Well done to them! 

 

BrainTeaser from issue 49 
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W 
e won’t forget those mem-
bers who are not yet online 
– I know we technology en-

thusiasts call it “snail mail” but it is still 
a valid form of communication.  But 
increasingly we will use Skype (ringing 
from the internet), social media such as 
Facebook and instant messaging as well 
as blogs.  This will not only lower our 
costs but will facilitate speedier and 
two way communication. 

As well as being enthusiastic family his-
tory researchers, my husband John 
(Bruce) Moxon and I are founding mem-
bers of a large computer club for sen-
iors in Parramatta, Sydney’s second city.  
John enjoys teaching digital photog-
raphy, photo stories and basics to other 
seniors; and I seem to be the Facebook 
“expert”. 

To complement the computer club’s 
training activities, we have established 
a Facebook group which currently has 
94 members.  Many of our members 
put up photos of our regular activities, 
useful tips and comments, as well as 
notices of forthcoming events.  We also 
have a blog which is linked to our web-
site. 

Since the Parramatta Computer Pals for 
Seniors group on Facebook has been so 
popular, I decided to give it a go for our 
family history.  And what a success it 
has been.  It is called Joshua Middleton 
Moxon family and is a “closed” group, 
meaning that anyone can look to see 
what it is about and who is a member, 
but only members can see photos and 
comments.  Anyone can ask to join the 
group, but it is monitored so that only 
members of the family, or people with a 
valid reason (for example researching 

on behalf of a family member) will be 
accepted. 

At Easter this year, 17 descendants and 
partners of Joshua Middleton Moxon 
(1840-1894) from two branches of the 
family met in Stuart Town, a small 
township in the central west of NSW.  
We gathered in the aptly named Moxon 
Park during the annual Ironbark Festi-
val. Joshua’s youngest son, Alfred John 
Moxon (1883-1966), lived there for 
many years and built a number of hous-
es in the town.  Some of his descend-
ants, including Cecil Moxon, the last 
remaining member of the third genera-
tion, still live nearby at Orange, a large 
rural town.  Of course we took many 
photos and these became the basis of 
the new Facebook group. 

We also set up a Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/pages/Joshua-
Middleton-Moxon-Family-History – 
more public – where I initially intended 
family members putting up ancestor 
photos and facts, but this has not hap-
pened.  Our cousins seem to prefer us-
ing the Group – at www.facebook.com/
groups/JoshuaMiddletonMoxon/ to 
upload photos of both ancestors and 
their own families.  However, we don’t 
take advantage of it by swamping it 
with photos of grandchildren!  

For a couple of months the group mem-
bership consisted of cousins from just 
two branches of the family, but now it 
includes cousins from four of Joshua’s 
offspring.  Just this week we received a 
phone call out of the blue, with a sec-
ond cousin finding us via a link from 
Ancestry directly to our Facebook page. 
The group and page as well as our blog, 

mentioned below, are coming up via 
search pages as well. 

Has any other Moxon family group 
thought of using Facebook?  It has been 
a wonderful experience for us.  Other 
members have shown us photos of an-
cestors and great uncles and aunts for 
which we’ve been searching forever!  
No one has yet found a photo of John’s 
grandfather Henry Percy Moxon howev-
er.  Most of the photos were thrown 
away decades ago apparently. 

As well as a Facebook presence, I’ve 
developed a blog based on Google’s 
blogger, with menu style pages.  I re-
cently circulated the blog address to 
members of the Moxon Society com-
mittee, and received some positive 
feedback.  Check it out at 
www.moxonsdownunder.blogspot.com
/ .  Obviously I’m still short of infor-
mation and hope that some of our 
members can fill me in on more “first 
settler” families.  

So far I’ve found the Bathurst Moxons, 
the Joshua Middleton Moxons, and the 
Brisbane/Grafton Moxon brothers.  And 
I think I’ve found all the convict Mox-
ons.  Is anyone descended from one of 
them? 

If it’s not possible or appropriate to use 
email or instant messaging, we will  
communicate using Skype, the most 
popular form of Voice-Over-Internet-
Protocol, or VOIP.  It’s free internation-

 Finding Moxon ancestors and cousins through social media 

With the impending hand-over of Moxons Down Under administra-
tion from Margaret Moxon of Brisbane (wife of Simon Moxon) to me 
(Margaret Tucker Moxon of Sydney), we were both aware that we 
had very different relationships with technology, and that therefore 
our approaches to communication with Moxon Society members 
who live in this part of the world would be very different. 

By Margaret Tucker Moxon 
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ally and nationally if using a computer 
at both ends, but even if using comput-
er to telephone, it’s certainly much 
cheaper than using a phone to initiate a 
phone call. 

So bear with us members down under.  
We won’t forget you if you don’t use 
the Internet.  However, where possible, 
we will make use of telecommunica-
tions and save dollars, paper and time. 

John and I met with Margaret Moxon in 
Brisbane just last week to sort out ad-
ministrative details, and just as soon as 
she’s able to distribute her final news-
letter for Moxons Down Under – with 
the next Moxon Magazine - we will be 
co-ordinating the work. 

We very much look forward to meeting 
you all “on-line”, by mail or in person, 

whether you are in Australia, New Zea-
land or a Committee member in the UK. 

Contacts 

You can contact us at:  Margaret Tucker 
Moxon (FB name) or marga-
ret.tucker2153@gmail.com and John 
Bruce Moxon (FB name) or johnmox-
on1@gmail.com  Telephone: (02) 9636 
7752 and our address is 21/6 Amicitia 
Circuit, NORTHMEAD  NSW  2152 
(Australia of course). 

Websites 

www.moxonsdownunder.blogspot.com
/  Blog: Moxons Down Under 

www.facebook.com/pages/Joshua-
Middleton-Moxon-Family-History  Face-
book page for Joshua facts 

Three Australian second cousins named 
John Moxon! At the front is Margaret’s 
husband John ‘Bruce’ Moxon. 

The Easter 2012 Gathering of descendants of  Joshua Middleton Moxon (1840-1894) from two branches of the family. They 
met in the aptly-named Moxon Park during the annual Ironbark Festival in Stuart Town, NSW, previously called Ironbarks after 
a poem by  AB “Banjo” Paterson which describes why  flowing beards are all the go way up in Ironbark.”  Readers who would 
like to hear the full tale are invited to visit  http://tinyurl.com/ironbark  

Finding Moxon ancestors and cousins through social media 
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Present: Graham Jagger (President); 
John C and Sue Moxon; Don and Wendy 
Moxon; Doris Moxon; Marlene Hamil-
ton; Gillian McKeown; Judy Huggett; 
John E Moxon; John E U Moxon; Ann 
Causier; Jim and Birgit Moxon; Richard 
Pope;  Robert and Joan Rendall; Rose-
mary Mans;  Chris Moxon; Philip Lord; 
Bruce and Gill Jones; Graham and Rosie 
Turner; Dymps Moxon Hill; Vivian Hults 
and Arthur Scott Hults Moxon; Barbara 
O’Neill;  Jenny and Trevor Jordan 

Apologies for absence: were received 
from Christopher and Jane Mick-
lethwaite, Ken and Joan Moxon; John 
Earnshaw 

Welcome by the President who ex-
plained Ken Moxon could not be pre-
sent and it was agreed that Graham 
chair the meeting. 

The Programme  for the weekend was 
outlined by John C Moxon and in return 
he and Sue were thanked for all the 
little gifts placed in our rooms as a wel-
come pack and for all the arrangements 
they had made on our behalf. A further 
gift was given to everyone present from 
Scott and Viv Hults in the form of a pin 
brooch of the Moxon crest. 

Minutes of the 21st  AGM held in Wake-
field 2011 were accepted 

Secretary’s report had been circulated 
and it was accepted without comment. 
Jenny was thanked for her work. 

Treasurer’s report and Accounts had 
been circulated and in his absence no 
questions were raised. The Accounts 
and report were therefore accepted. 
The Secretary was asked to write and 
thank John for his work. 

Membership Secretary’s report and 
Suggestions  had been circulated. Since 
the last AGM Richard Pope had taken 
over the role of Membership Secretary 
from John and Sue Moxon who were 
thanked for their efficient and caring 
work on behalf of the Society  over sev-
eral years. Richard’s report contained 

several recommendations which will be 
addressed by the Committee at their 
meeting on Sunday 23 September. In 
general terms he reported a decline in 
membership of 19% this year, mainly 
from Australia, and suggested one of 
the reasons was the lack of general in-
terest in the magazine. This had been 
given to him as “not containing anything 
from our tree” and very little about Aus-
tralian membership in it. This was re-
ceived with surprise, and the Editor 
agreed to attempt to find out what is 
missing from the magazine which he 
tries to make as wide reaching as possi-
ble. Further comments in the report 
were to do with the method by which 
subscriptions are paid: from Overseas 
the best way is by PayPal which involves 
no exchange rate requirements on be-
half of the Membership Secretary or the 
Treasurer. From UK the preferred meth-
od would also be PayPal but next best 
would be by Standing Order which the 
majority of the members already use. 
All  the UK members who had not re-
newed their subscriptions this year were 
those who paid by cheque, suggesting 
that this is neither convenient for the 
members nor the Membership Secre-
tary. 

Webmaster’s Report had been circulat-
ed. John expressed his desire to relin-
quish this post and it was agreed that 
John be thanked for all his work with 
the web. The question of a replacement 
for John is to be discussed by the com-
mittee.  

Research Activities: Graham reported 
that Chris Moxon had completed a draft 
index of all the  magazines to date (49 
issues) amounting to some 96,000 
words. The next task before publication 
is in the hands of the Magazine Editor 
and it is hoped that this index will be 
available by next year’s Gathering. DNA  
project is still being handled by Graham 
in the absence of someone to take it 
over now that Ed Moxon seems to have 

disappeared and no longer renews his 
subscription. Interested parties please 
come forward! Testing of one male 
member from each of the trees seems 
to have been completed. Recent tests 
have allowed for various trees to be 
linked and there is no doubt this is valu-
able research - for which money is avail-
able. 

Election of Officers: 

The following officers were re-elected 
en bloc 

President - Graham Jagger ( giving no-
tice that he is not prepared to stand 
again next year) 

Chairman – Ken Moxon 

Secretary – Jenny Jordan 

Treasurer – John Earnshaw 

Webmaster – See discussion above 

Membership Secretaries – Richard Pope 

Magazine Editor – Trevor Jordan 

Committee Members: Judy Huggett; 
Jane and Christopher Micklethwaite; 
Joan Moxon; Birgit Moxon and the offic-
ers listed above. 

Venue for the 2013 Gathering was sug-
gested by Ken Moxon who has offered 
to organise it – Llandudno and weekend 
13 – 15 September. This was accepted 
unanimously and Ken thanked in his 
absence for the offer.Any Other Busi-
ness: The progress on Elizabeth Mox-
on’s cookery book was outlined by Don 
Moxon. He thanked Graham for finding 
access to the first edition (1741) and 
reported that he, Don, had written an 
introduction and hoped it would be 
ready within 2-3 months for publication 
through Lulu. 

 Vote of Thanks: The President thanked 
Sue and John Moxon for their arrange-
ments for the 2012 Gathering. 

The meeting closed at 1905 

 

Jenny Jordan 
Secretary 

THE MOXON SOCIETY 

MINUTES of the 22nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

THE SHANKLIN HOTEL ISLE OF WIGHT 

21st  September 2012 
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Annual Moxon Gathering 2012:  Isle of Wight 

From checking in to our hotel room and 
finding a welcome pack from John & 
Sue, including a timetable, keyrings 
bearing the Moxon crest and the legend 
“The 24th Moxon Gathering at Shanklin, 
Isle of Wight, and a tin of mints, right up 
to finally checking out with John & Sue’s 
farewells and good wishes ringing in our 
ears, everyone enjoyed the Gathering. 
The hotel was comfortable and well-
organised; and the food was good. The 

tour of Osborne House was entertaining 
and illuminating; and Brading Villa was 
breath-taking! As was the talk on the 
sinking of the ship the “Royal George”!  

Small changes to the timetable from 
previous years helped to make this a 
very relaxing weekend with enough 
time for our ‘formal’ business but plenty 
of time to chat with friends both old and 
new. 

THE ANNUAL MOXON GATHERING 2012 WAS OFFSHORE!   

John & Sue “de Wight” Moxon were very efficient and very thoughtful 
hosts on their island!  Gathering for the first time on the Isle of Wight 
over thirty members enjoyed a good weekend together. Even the 
weather was (for the most part!) kind to us. 

See the sunshine! See the smiles! Our 2012 family group picture reflects the 
good time we had! Just to right of centre Scott Hults is holding John 
Wight” Moxon’s family crest shield which adorned our meeting room for the 
AGM. As recorded elsewhere in this issue, Scott and wife Viv gave everyone an 
enamel pin brooch of the shield, and some of the ladies went further by 
sporting them as earrings! Perhaps there’s a market for yet more Moxon jew-
ellery in the future! 

STOP PRESS: Just as we were going to print  we had news that Scott had 
sourced another supply of the pin brooches! So if you would like one please 
get in touch with our President Graham Jagger (address on inside back cover)

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO JOIN US THIS YEAR the minutes of the AGM are in-
cluded in this issue of the Magazine. One of those unavoidably absent this 
year was Chairmen Ken Moxon, but Ken’s suggestion of Llandudno for next 
year’s Gathering was swiftly accepted! So book the dates in your diary now!

LLANDUDNO 13-15 September  2013
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Annual Moxon Gathering 2012:  Isle of Wight  

Our 2012 family group picture reflects the 
good time we had! Just to right of centre Scott Hults is holding John “de 

s family crest shield which adorned our meeting room for the 
AGM. As recorded elsewhere in this issue, Scott and wife Viv gave everyone an 
enamel pin brooch of the shield, and some of the ladies went further by 

’s a market for yet more Moxon jew-

STOP PRESS: Just as we were going to print  we had news that Scott had 
sourced another supply of the pin brooches! So if you would like one please 
get in touch with our President Graham Jagger (address on inside back cover) 

FOR THOSE UNABLE TO JOIN US THIS YEAR the minutes of the AGM are in-
cluded in this issue of the Magazine. One of those unavoidably absent this 

’s suggestion of Llandudno for next 
s Gathering was swiftly accepted! So book the dates in your diary now! 

15 September  2013 

The Moxon crest as fashionable jewellery 
modelled by Dymps Moxon Hill! 
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It was on Christmas Day back in 1998 that I first heard about Jimmy 
Moxon, the Gentleman Chief of Ghana. The family was gathered 
around the dining room table, tucking into another legendary turkey 
lunch, when the conversation strayed onto my recent travels. This led 
naturally to the plans for my next trip; and when I mentioned that I 
hoped to travel to Africa one day, my Dad said, ‘You should try to visit 
Jimmy Moxon while you’re out there. He’s a genuine African chief, you 
know.’ 

Visiting Jimmy Moxon 
by Mark Moxon 

Reprinted from his web site www.moxon.net  
with permission 

http://www.moxon.net/ghana/accra.html
http://www.moxon.net/ghana/the_auditor-general.html
http://www.moxon.net/ghana/kokrobite.html
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Visiting Jimmy Moxon 
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Visiting Jimmy Moxon 
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A trip to Rumfum! 

MRS JW HUTCHINSON OF SUNDERLAND WRITES: 

“Some time ago The Moxon Magazine [Issue 45] 
carried details and photos of my grandfather. Until 
then all I knew of him was that he was married in 
Carlisle and his bride was Jane McCormick. With 
the help of the article and two  Moxon Society 
members – Heather Charlton and Christine Senior 
–  I know much more. My grandfather was James 
Edward Hutchinson. He married Jane McCormick in 
Carlisle in November 1899. He was 22 years old, 
she was 18. The marriage certificate shows his fa-
ther’s to have been William Shaw Moxon, de-
ceased.  To date we don’t know why the name 
changed.” 

Mrs Hutchinson also kindly sent photographs 
(left) and copies of newspaper cuttings of an-
other of her relatives, one Cissie Moxon who  
was a successful and popular artiste with her 
own touring company. They had a long run 
with the musical comedy “A Trip to Rumfum”  
and many other shows. Among her fellow ar-
tistes was a Mr WS Hutchinson, sometimes re-
ferred to as ‘Professor’ Hutchinson who gave 
’clever performances’ with his ‘funny family’ of 
talking dolls, and was, according to one report, 
‘a clever impersonator of female characters.’  
Were they related? 
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An American Cousin’s 
Long Journey to the 

2012 Gathering 

I 
 always thought I was German!  I 
grew up with the surname Hults, 
which I thought was an Ameri-

canization of the name “Holtz” which 
means “wood” in German. 

I also questioned why my father’s sur-
name was Hults while his father’s was 
Moxon.   My father never gave me a 
proper answer.  He once said that, for 
one reason or another, his father who 
was born and lived in New Haven, Con-
necticut, changed his name from Mox-
on to Hults during World War I. 

After my father passed away, I found a 
marriage certificate among his belong-
ings stating that his father, Arthur S. 
Moxon, married Rose Severns (my 
grandmother) in 1922.  My grandfather, 
who had chosen to carry the name Ar-
thur S. Hults for most of his life, then 
became known as Arthur S. Moxon us-
ing that name until his death in 1939, 
leaving me wondering why he made the 
name change from Hults back to his 
original surname, Moxon.   

It remained a mystery to me for many 
years until several months ago when my 
wife, Vivian, began looking into her Ital-
ian family on Ancestry.com.  Her maid-
en name is DiBona and her ancestors 
are from Sicily and northern Italy - she 
is 100% Italian.  Out of curiosity I typed 
in the name “Arthur Hults” to see if 
Ancestry.com had any information on 
my marriage to Vivian in New York City 

in 1979.  Up pops a marriage certificate 
showing the first marriage of Arthur 
Hults, my grandfather, in New York City 
in 1906 - a surprise to me; it proved to 
be the clue that sparked my interest in 
uncovering my ancestral roots, because 
on the document Arthur Hults’ father 
was listed as born in England. From that 
point, our investigation confirmed that 
his father was indeed Arthur Moxon 
from England!  We were getting some-
where! 

We returned to Ancestry.com and dis-
covered an Arthur Moxon on the pas-
senger list of the steam ship Assyrian 
Monarch which sailed from London to 
New York City in 1880.   Arthur settled 
in New Haven, Connecticut and was 
naturalized as a U.S. citizen in 1889. 
From there we learned that Arthur 
Moxon, whose profession was listed as 
“bottler” in the New Haven City Directo-
ry 1891- 92, married and had two chil-
dren, one of whom was my grandfa-
ther, Arthur.  

Wanting to discover more about my 
great grandfather Arthur Moxon’s Eng-
lish background, we chanced upon Gra-
ham Jagger and The Moxon Society.   
What a brilliant find! 

We joined The Moxon Society and 
asked Graham for guidance.  At first, 
believing my “Arthur Moxon” was listed 
in the MX15 family tree, Graham said 
he and I were fifth cousins.    Alas, this 

was not to be.   After further clarifica-
tion, we discovered my great grandfa-
ther, Arthur Moxon, was born in 1860 
in Lambeth, London, the son of George 
and Louisa Caroline Moxon (nee Scott), 
who were married on October 20, 1839 
at Spitalfields Christ Church, Stepney, 
London.   We believe the middle name 
of “Scott” in my family comes from my 
great grandmother whose maiden 
name was Louisa Caroline Scott. 

Graham went on to say my great, great 
grandfather, George Moxon was born in 
London in 1811, the son of Isaac and 
Rosetta Moxon (nee Turville).  George 
was listed in the 1861 London census as 
a soda water manufacturer.  Our Con-
necticut research disclosed that Arthur 
Moxon was himself a bottler of non-
alcoholic spirits, adding creditability to 
our research. 

Isaac Moxon, my great, great, great 
grandfather was baptized on 6 April 
1780 at New Broad Street Independent 
Church, London.  Bringing us as far back 
as possible with this information, Gra-
ham was able to identify the top indi-
vidual in our tree, MX48, John Moxon.  
More on him in a bit. 

As a bonus, Graham told us that a Mox-
on Society member, Barbara O’Neill, 
also descended from John Moxon and is 
my distant cousin.  

IF EVIDENCE WERE NEEDED that Moxiana knows 
no bounds, here is new member Arthur Scott 
Moxon Hults seen with former US President 
George W. Bush. 

 

Arthur Scott Moxon Hults 

Visiting Jimmy Moxon 
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My wife and I continued our research 
on the members of the MX48 branch 
and discovered some interesting items: 

We obtained a copy of a document dat-
ed May 7, 1794 that states, “Isaac Mox-
on, Son of John Moxon, of Bethnal 
Green, Middlesex, Dyer, doth put him-
self Apprentice to Thomas Rivers, Citi-
zen and Clothworker of London for Sev-
en Years.”   And another document dat-
ed June 7, 1826 states, “George Moxon, 
Son of Isaac Moxon of Bethnal Green, 
Middlesex, doth put himself Apprentice 
to Thomas Benn Sowerby, Pawnbroker, 
Citizen and Dyer of London for Seven 
Years.” 

Returning to our Connecticut research, 
we discovered that Arthur’s first wife 
Teresa’s second marriage was to a New 
Jersey canal boat captain - William 
Hults.  The 1900 U.S. Census lists Wil-
liam, Teresa, Arthur, 10 years-old (my 
grandfather) and Tess “Hults” as resid-
ing in New Jersey.  

Evidently, Arthur Moxon’s children had 
assumed their stepfather’s surname, 
Hults, finally clearing up the mystery of 
the origin of my name and bringing us 
to the end of our findings on Ances-
try.com.  

As I might be the last living male de-
scendent of the MX48 branch, Graham 
asked if I would be interested in taking 
a YDNA test to determine if I matched 
any of the other 12 male members of 
the Moxon Project who had been YDNA 
tested earlier.  Of course, I said yes. 

We set up the test with a Texas-based 
company, Family Tree DNA, and after 
my results were added to the Moxon 
Project there Graham told me “with 
virtual certainty” that I was linked to 
the Cawthorne branch of the Moxon 
Family which can trace its ancestry back 
to Robert Mokeson (MX01) of Caw-
thorne who “paid 4 pence Poll Tax in 
1379.”  He said about 25% of the mem-
bership of the Moxon Society belong to 
this tree, so I should meet a few cousins 
at the Annual Gathering. 

Graham was also able to determine 
that the MX48 John Moxon, Dyer of 
Bethnal Green, was baptized 12 Sep-
tember 1747 at Cawthorne, Yorkshire.  
He appears in the MX02 branch which 
ties me to John’s father, Richard Moxon 
(c. 24 January 1716, Cawthorne, All 
Saints).  My ancient Moxon roots were 
now firmly established. 

As you read this account, my wife Vivi-
an and I have traveled to the Isle of 
Wight to attend our first Gathering to 
meet my cousins and make new friends.  
We remained another week in London 
to explore the City and visit the church-
es where several members of our Mox-
on family branch were baptized and 
married. 

While looking forward to visiting Eng-
land for the Gathering, we became reg-
ular listeners of BBC World Service on 
satellite radio, and enjoyed watching TV 
coverage of the Queen’s Diamond Jubi-
lee and viewing the 2012 Summer 

Olympics, taking note of the sights and 
scenes around London as much as of 
the competitions themselves. 

I am indeed proud to be of English her-
itage and I’m especially proud to be a 
member of the ancient Moxon Family.   
I am very grateful to Graham Jagger and 
the Moxon Society for providing so 
much help in my research and discov-
ery. It is safe to say I am definitely an 
American Cousin with deep English 
roots.    “God Save The Queen!” 

. 

 

Arthur Scott Moxon Hults is a retired 
U.S. Naval Reserve Captain.  He holds a 
Master of Arts Degree from New York 
University.  During his active business 
career he held senior executive man-
agement positions in several communi-
cations companies including The New 
York News, NBC-TV, MTV and Financial 
News Network in New York and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce and John F. Ken-
nedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, DC.   As a hobby, when he 
was 60, Arthur began competing in 
body building competitions and 
attained the status of Professional in 
four drug-free bodybuilding organiza-
tions.  At age 69, he is the Fitness Direc-
tor of a large branch of the YMCA in 
Birmingham, Alabama, where he lives 
with Vivian, his wife of 33 years.  They 
have two grown-up daughters and 
three grandchildren. 

An American Cousin’s Long Journey  

You might like to know that 
Scott Moxon Hults's DNA 
results are now in and 
these place him unambigu-
ously in the Cawthorne lot!  
The DNA results allow us to 
state with a high probablil-
ity that Scott can trace his 
ancestry back to John Mox-
on who was baptised at 
Cawthorne on 12 Septem-
ber 1747 (MX02).  The rest, 
as they say, is history.  

Graham Jagger 
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Editor 
 

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting (page 9 
of this issue) record that Richard Pope was elected 
the new Membership Secretary, succeeding John 
and Sue Moxon. Richard has since resigned the post, 
and John and Sue have very generously taken on the 
task of Membership Secretary again. 

Other late news: Margaret Tucker Moxon has 
agreed to become our new webmaster, taking over 
the website from John Earnshaw who has main-
tained it for many years. Looking at Margaret’s arti-
cle on pages 7-8 we can see that there will be wide-
ranging changes to the web site which John fully sup-

ports but did not himself have the time to make. 
We are most grateful to John for his work in the 
past, and look forward to seeing the results of Mar-
garet’s redesign very soon. 

Meanwhile, the Moxon Magazine will still be a pri-
mary source of information for many members; 
and, like the web site, depends on them to supply 
articles, photos, queries, letters and all other con-
tent. Please see above for details of how you can 
contribute. 

Editor 
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Looking forward 

W 
E HAVE REFERRED in these pages to the future of the Mox-
on Society web site which will feature social networking for 
the first time. Best known of the social networks, perhaps, is 

Facebook, followed by Twitter. Increasingly these two Internet facilities, 
and others, are being used to make and to maintain, to foster and to ex-
pand networks of people with similar interests. For us that is the Moxon 
name. Using social networks sites we can hold conversations, ask ques-
tions and receive information or advice from around the world at the 
speed of light. Or more practically, as fast as our increasingly arthritic fin-
gers can pound the keyboard! So the fact that our new webmaster lives 
and works in Australia, the other side of the world, is no drawback to 
fast, effective communication. That communication is also very cheap: 
with some technologies we can hold a video conversation for no more 
than the cost of the computer connection we’re using anyway. 

But STOP! 
We don’t all have computers! We’re going to be left behind and left out 
as this technological wizardry takes over more and more of our lives!  

Please don’t panic! There are two answers to this natural and widespread 
anxiety. Firstly, anyone can go to their local library and ask for help to log 
on to the library’s computer. And the library staff will be only too happy 
to advise and assist. Or, failing that, ask a younger relative! My children 
are already extremely proficient – some would say frighteningly so! – and 
teach me things I need to know. So computer technology is within the 
grasp of us all. 

But you don’t have to be old-fashioned to enjoy the look and feel of pa-
per, be that books, magazines, newspapers or chatty letters; and I have 
no doubt that those things will continue for a long time yet. Certainly we 
will continue to produce this printed Moxon Magazine twice a year for as 
long as there’s a demand even if some of the material will also find its 
way onto the world wide web. 

There are also some things which computers still can’t do effectively, and 
producing an index to the Moxon Magazine is one of them! We have long 
realised that the Magazine needed an index, and how useful it would be 
to look up past articles and references. It was a daunting task. But enter 
Christopher Moxon who has single-handedly read and indexed the first 
49 issues of the Moxon Magazine. That amounted to 95,000 words and 
some 9,000 entries and Chris deserves the effusive accolades he received 
at this year’s Annual Gathering.  

The Index 
It now remains to add this fiftieth issue to the work Chris has already 
done, then to format the Index, no small task in itself, and then it will be 
available for Moxon Society members both in printed form and as a 
searchable document on the Moxon Society web site.  


