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Editorial:
WE HAVE NOT done so well with this issue!
Only 12 pages - and no colour. The Magazine is
printed on A3 paper, so has to have the number
of pages exactly divisable by four. Colour
pages, which are far more expensive to print
than black and white, have to appear on a single
side of one A3 sheet (i.e. two pages).

Since the last issue, insufficient material
has been submitted to fill more than these 12
pages, and not enough colour material to fill
even half a page. Apologies, therefore, to Glen
Moxon for his 80th birthday photograph being
in black and white (page 11).

So, many thanks to those of you who have
contributed to this issue. Without your efforts
the Magazine would die!

To those of you who did not make a con-
tribution, how about writing an article for
next October’s magazine?  In the (unlikely)
event that we have too much material for
October - then some can easily be carried for-
ward to next April!  That’s not a problem, hav-
ing too little is!

I am getting excited about the next phase of
our Y-Chromosome test programme. When the
tests are completed and analysed, we will have
covered nearly every Moxon Family Tree,
which includes at least one member who is a
male Moxon. Will  we all be related? It’s an
intriguing thought! (see article on page 2).

The “Downunder” Moxons are planning to
form a Society Branch for Australasia (see page
2). We wish them luck in their venture, and
hope, as they hope, that it will be wholeheart-
edly supported by our existing Australasian
Members, and result in many more new
Members being recruited. 

Finally, I must also mention our plans for
the recording and production of future Moxon
Family Trees. (page 10). The Committee is
grateful to Member Tom Werner Moxon of
Beaverton, Oregon, for agreeing to co-ordinate
all this work - BUT HE WILL NEED A
GREAT DEAL OF ASSISTANCE FROM
MANY MEMBERS!

We wish you all a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year. 

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members to
The Society:
John A.Moxon of Hemel Hempstead.
Graham Moxon of Portsmouth.

continued on next page.
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GATHERING 2003
DESTINATION - SHREWSBURY

“THE OLD MARKET Town  of  Shrewsbury has
a good deal to offer, a wealth of half timbered
Tudor buildings, magnificent Georgian houses,
a splendid river, beautiful gardens and narrow
winding streets. There is lots to see including
several museums, the castle and the famous
Abbey.” So says the guide book!

We will be staying at the Sandford House
Hotel, St. Julian’s Friars - near the river Severn.
We will have the whole Hotel to ourselves,
although we will have to cross the road to The
Abbey Heads Hotel opposite for dinners on the
Friday and Saturday evenings.

The Annual General Meeting, on Friday,
and the Pre-Dinner Speaker meeting on
Saturday, will be held in the Sandford House
Hotel.

On arrival on Friday, reception will be in
the Hotel Lounge between 4-00 p.m. and 5-00
p.m.

The A.G.M. is timed to start at 6-00 p.m. in
order to complete it comfortably, before dinner
at 8-00 p.m. 

On Saturday, Diana Trotter, Gathering
Organiser, is arranging for a Guided Walk
around Shrewsbury Town Centre at 10-00 a.m.,
after we have taken the group photographs. This
walk will take about an hour, after which we
will be free to explore the town on our own, and
arrange our own lunch. 

We will rendezvous at 1-30 p.m. in Barker
Street to take a coach to Erddig Country House,
owned by The National Trust. Diana describes
Erddig as being in a 1910 time warp. Apart
from the house, which will be most interesting,
there are beautiful gardens to wander around. It
is suggested that we end the outing by taking
tea in the Barn, before boarding the coach back
to our Hotel.

We are arranging a Speaker for Saturday
evening, starting at 6-30 p.m., before taking
dinner at 8-00 p.m.

There are many interesting places to visit
near Shrewsbury - probably the best is The Iron
Bridge Gorge Museums and Sites. There are six
to choose from, covering a wide range of inter-
ests, from pottery to Iron Smelting, Coal
Mining, Canals - and of course the original Iron
Bridge itself. The Iron Bridge area is known as
“The Cradle of the Industrial Revolution”.

Sandford House Hotel
St. Julian’s Friars, Shrewsbury.

Many years ago, Dymps and I took our daugh-
ter, Fiona - then aged 7, to the Iron Bridge
Gorge. In one area is a reconstructed shopping
street of 1890’s vintage. Here, we changed £5 at
the bank for 11½d old money, (in tokens).
Having invested ½d for a bag of humbugs for
daughter, we entered the Pub. with fresh saw-
dust on the floor.



Presidential Letter No.7
IN MY PAST letters in this column I have
stressed the benefits that arise from joining
local Family History Societies where your past
ancestors lived. I have received lots of data and
good hints on where to look from the "locals"

Now I am going to point out the benefits
of GOING to these places. It was fortunate for
me that the last Moxon Gathering took place in
Wakefield, because it gave me the opportunity
to go to the Record Office for the whole of the
West Riding that is located in the town centre.
When we arrived we were surprised to see how
few cars there were in the car park and the rea-
son soon became apparent when we discovered
the large imposing front doors were securely
locked for all that day! 

Having received this setback we decided
to go to the Library instead and that was open.
Sue and I spent a long time looking through
some census files and met a couple that were
looking for Moxons as well.  We tried to recruit
them into the Society but they told us their
Moxon connection was too remote to interest
them to the point of spending £10 per year!

About an hour before we were due to leave,
I decided to look through the books on the
library shelf that were all about the local histo-
ry of Wakefield, it was a general browse for
Moxon "items" in the index of each book and a
quick peer at the pictures. Then I came across a
book about the wealthy Beaumont family that
my great grandfather worked for as a land
agent, and to my surprise the index showed lots
of entries for George Horsington. 

When I started to read some of the items
about Horsington in this book, I realised that
the author had done a lot of research into the
subject that brought to light a lot of new infor-
mation about my great grandad. A quick chat to
the librarian revealed the book was very recent
and she had seen copies for sale in Ottikas
bookshop in the local shopping centre. We just
had time to go there, purchase a copy and have
some lunch before our presence was required at
the Moxon Gathering.  When I got home, I
wrote to the author, Dr S J Wright, and he
replied with a lot more information about
George H.

Sue and I have found that whenever we go
to a place where our ancestors have lived we
have found something of interest. If the costs of
travelling there have been too high we have
hired local researchers to do the job for us,
which can be a much cheaper option and one
that is probably the only one available to our
OVERSEAS members.

Finally, a word of warning! John, the edi-
tor of this magazine and John the writer of this
column are not endowed with eternal life and
we are searching for younger members to start
the process of a hand-over. Not to be too shy
about things, I am 76 this year, so anyone just
retired is a youngster with potential. Either John
will warmly receive volunteers!! 

John C Moxon

DNA Y-Chromosome Testing
Programme.

THE TRUSTEES of the Moxon Family
Research Trust and the Moxon Society
Committee, have approved a further 10 Y-
Chromosome Tests to be carried out. These are
in addition to the six tests already completed,
and reported in last October’s Magazine.

Of the ten donors selected, two have failed
to respond to letters asking them if they were
prepared to take part.

The eight Donors, who did respond posi-
tively, are listed in the table below. These,
together with the six tests already carried out,

cover nearly all the Society’s Family trees,
where the tree includes a Member who is a male
Moxon. Hopefully, we will be able to report the
results at the AGM, and in the October
Magazine. Will we find that we are all one big
happy family? Or, will we find that many of us
do not have  a common paternal ancestor? Are
we all blood relations? Or do we merely share a
common surname?
Soon, we will know!

JMH
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Gathering 2003 continued.
Beer was adverised at 1d a half pint!
“What’s that?”, enquired daughter.
“A spittoon”.
Whereupon I made the sound as if I was going
to spit!
“John!” yelled an alarmed Dymps.
“Don’t you dare!” yelled an equally alarmed
bar maid. 
Fiona learned a new word!

Wherever we go on the Sunday, we will
travel in our own cars, giving everyone the flex-
ibility to leave for home when they so wish. We
would ask, however, that those with cars, offer
to take others, without cars, on the Sunday out-
ing.

Diana will have plenty of detailed informa-

tion about where to go.
So, why not join us in Shrewsbury on Friday

5th September until Sunday 7th. You really will
enjoy the company - and our programme.!

An Application form is enclosed with this
Magazine, which should be sent to Diana as
soon as possible. We appreciate that some
Members cannot attend full-time, so  specify
just what you want to do.

If you are a member of The National Trust,
please be sure to bring your Membership
card(s) with you! 

We look forward to meeting many “old”
friends, and making many new friends in
Shrewsbury.  

Join Us!

DOWNUNDER BRANCH
PROPOSAL

FOLLOWING ON from a suggestion made by
Tom Moxon, Member of Brisbane, Simon and
Margaret Moxon, also Members of Brisbane,
have been “volunteered” by Tom, to set up a
Branch of the Society, covering Australia and
New Zealand.

Although it is early days yet, our
“Downunder” Moxons will have heard from
Margaret and Simon, about their detailed pro-
posals, by the time this Magazine is published.

It is hoped that “being local” they will be
able to recruit many more new members - and,

perhaps, persuade some ex-members to rejoin!
Providing there is sufficient support, they

hope to be able to organise a Moxon Gathering
in Australia - possibly in Brisbane. What better
venue than sunny Queensland? It could well
tempt some Yanks and Brits to join them!

We wish them well in their venture!

Message to the Yanks, “What about a
Branch in the U.S.A.?” 

JMH

LIST OF  8  FURTHER  Y-CHROMOSOME  TESTS.

Surname Fornames County/ Tree Earlist Known Ancestor No.of
. . Country Ref: Members

Moxon Chris Oxford MX02/64 Richard Mokeson buried 1706 Cawthorne 3
Moxon Timothy West Indies MX16/51 John Mogson born 1656 Witgift 4
Moxon George  Hull MX17/82 John Moxon Born 1745 Thorne 3
Moxon J Yorks MX20/43 Samuel Moxon Mar. 1781 Thornhill 2
Moxon AD Surrey MX22/9 William Moxon  b c1854 1
Moxon Len Canada MX25/223NSU William Moxon mar. 1638 Downham 5
Moxon Ken N.Wales MX33/35 Benjamin Moxon B c1700 Darton 1
Moxsom Les Herts. MX43/20 Edward Moxsom M 1837 London 1

TOTAL 20
NSU   = Details known, but tree awaiting update. Ref: shown
        is nearest relative on tree.



Thomas Moxon of
Twickenham and the

Goldsmid Affair
by Bob Moxon Browne

THE GOLDSMID BROTHERS, Benjamin and
Abraham, were born in England, the sons of
Aaron Goldsmid, an immigrant financier from
Holland.  In the latter part of the 18th century, the
brothers rose to prominence as bill brokers,
before breaking into the risky but potentially
highly profitable business of negotiating govern-
ment loans.  The government of the day had a
constant appetite for cash, chiefly needed to
finance the war against Napoleon; and much of it
was raised by loans from the public.  These were
secured by a mixture of loan notes - promises to
repay capital and interest at some point in the
future - and annuities and other forms of govern-
ment securities, collectively described as "omni-
um".  Omnium was traded in the market, just as
government securities are today, prices rising and
falling for mysterious reasons, including levels of
confidence that money will hold its value, and
that the government will eventually honour its
promises.

The job of loan underwriters like the
Goldsmids was to guarantee the government its
money "up front", extracting in return omnium of
sufficient value to persuade the public to accept it
in return for their subscriptions.  If the price of
omnium was high, subscriptions were easy to
find.  But if the price fell, no-one would partici-
pate.  Why lend a pound in return for paper that
was being traded at only 95p?

Loan contracting required fine judgment,
solid capital backing, and some good luck.  The
Goldsmids seemed to have all of these, and in the
early years of the nineteenth century they were
immensely successful, and made huge personal
fortunes, which enabled them - like the
Rothschilds, who were similarly successful in the
same business - to move in the smartest social
circles.  Benjamin acquired a palatial mansion in
Roehampton, and Abraham a similarly splendid
house at Morden Place, where he was a neigh-
bour and close friend of Admiral Lord Nelson
and his mistress, Lady Hamilton, at Merton
Place.  (After Nelson's death in 1805 the
Goldsmid family were generous to the destitute
Lady Hamilton.  As a favour to her, Abraham's
brother Asher bought Merton Place from her, and
he lived there himself.)

Thomas Moxon was at this time also living in
Morden, and as he was himself a lifelong friend
of Nelson's it is reasonable to guess that it was
Nelson who introduced Thomas Moxon to
Goldsmid.  This was probably at some time in the
1790's when Thomas Moxon, newly married and
in his 30's, was finding his feet in London.  There
is a record that in 1798 Thomas Moxon joined
members of the Goldsmid family in subscribing
to a Naval charity (quite likely as a favour to
Lord Nelson) so the introduction was clearly
prior to that.

Certainly by the early 1800's, Thomas
Moxon was a fully-fledged, if junior partner to
Abraham Goldsmid.  The other partners were

Goldsmid family members.  It says much for
Moxon's financial skill that as an outsider, and
a non-Jew, he was accepted into the family firm
in this way.

In 1809, Benjamin Goldsmid, who was
now at the height of his fortune, but prone to
depression, committed suicide (by hanging
himself from the silk rope attached to his four
poster bed, the proper purpose of which was to
help him heave himself into a comfortable posi-
tion when suffering from gout).  In the same
year, Abraham Goldsmid and Thomas Moxon
pulled off their biggest ever coup, the success-
ful underwriting of a loan to the Government of
£14,600,000.  The contract was made out in the
name of Goldsmid and Moxon alone, with no
other partner or bank participating or sharing
the risk (and therefore no need to share com-
missions with anyone else).

The next year, 1810, disaster struck.
On 16 May 1810 Goldsmid and several

other partners, including Thomas Moxon,
underwrote two government loans amounting
to £13,400,000, this time with Baring Brothers
also participating.  At first the loan seemed a
success, the omnium trading at a 2% premium
above the paper's face value.  However during
the summer a crisis of confidence developed,
and by September omnium was being traded at
3½% discount.  Abraham Goldsmid himself
was personally heavily exposed, having
reserved £800,000 stock for himself at a time
when he thought the price was likely to rise.  As
one of his partners, Thomas Moxon was also
liable to the Government, to the extent that sub-
scribers who had promised to take stock refused
to pay their deposits as they saw the price of
omnium falling, and other subscribers could not
be found.

Goldsmid now found that his success had
brought him enemies he did not know he had;
those who were jealous of the way he had bro-
ken into the "magic circle" of loan contractors;
and a few who were simply anti-semitic.  No-
one would help him.  The East India Company,
which had placed £500,000 Exchequer bills
with him for negotiation, called them in for set-
tlement on 28th September.  Goldsmid could
not pay, and when settlement day came, he shot
himself in a privy in his garden at Morden Hall.

His death provoked a major financial crisis,
causing further sharp falls in the price of omni-
um, which at one point on 29th September 1810
stood at a discount of over 10%, as compared
with 6½% the previous day.

Thomas Moxon seems to have played an
important part in calming the crisis.  In a move
quite unprecedented in those days, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer called him to a
meeting on the Sunday (!) following
Goldsmid's death.  Moxon's assurances went a
long way to restore confidence.  On the follow-
ing Monday (1st October 1810) the Morning

Post commented dryly, that if Goldsmid himself
had spoken as Moxon had, instead of shooting
himself, "he would assuredly have recovered all
the aid which was necessary to bring himself suc-
cessfully through his engagements".

In the upshot, Thomas Moxon and surviving
members of the Goldsmid family behaved with
great integrity.  Strenuous efforts were made to
repay creditors who eventually settled for 16/6d
in the pound.  By 1820 there remained a debt of
£446,700, due to the government by Abraham
Goldsmid's surviving partners - Thomas Moxon,
Abraham's son Aaron, and Nathan Solomons.
These men petitioned Parliament for the debt to
be cancelled.  The Bill received its final reading
on 30th May 1820, and on 8th July 1820, George
IV gave the Royal ascent.

Thomas Moxon appears to have survived
these events more or less unscathed.  He does not
seem to have actually lost much money of his
own, and indeed between 1810 and 1820 he was
able to accumulate a fresh fortune.

The affair was not forgotten.  One hundred
years later, A E Moxon (whose own life of
leisure, and the money he left to the Bentham-
Moxon Trust, was derived from the financing
business started by his great-grandfather) gave an
account of the case which although factually con-
fused and inaccurate, conveys something of the
impression created by the affair.

"My great grandfather, Thomas Moxon of
Twickenham left the city in 1820 with a fortune of
£84,000.  The firm of Goldsmid asked him to
become a sleeping partner.  Against the advice of
his wife he did so.  In 1825 the firm failed for
£954,000 and my great grandfather was sum-
moned before the bar of the House of Commons
but he was too ill with the shock so his sons John
and Thomas went and so clearly [showed] it was
the fault of the Government that Parliament
voted to him (a faithful servant of the crown) the
sum of £20,000.  In the end everyone was repaid
with 5% interest.  To my surprise I find it still
remembered in the city."

As we have seen, almost every detail in this
account is wrong.  The crash occurred in 1810,
not 1825, and at the time Thomas Moxon was an
active partner of Abraham Goldsmid.  It is true
that the matter was debated in Parliament, and it
may be true that Thomas Moxon was represented
there by his son; but it is not true that "in the end
everyone was repaid". But there is no reason to
doubt that the affair was long remembered in the
City, or that - somehow - it was seen to reflect
credit on Thomas Moxon.  Certainly he went on
to make a considerable amount of money, latter-
ly in partnership with his eldest son John (Moxon
of Hanover Terrace) who had started his career
with the banking firm of Ladbrokes.  By 1820
Thomas Moxon had made sufficient money to
retire, which he did, choosing as his residence
The Lodge on Twickenham Common.

The principal sources for this article are daily
newspapers (Times and Morning Chronicle)
which devoted many column inches to the
Goldsmid affair in the days following his death;
a paper entitled "The Brothers Goldsmid and the
Financing of the Napoleonic Wars" by Paul
Emden (Jewish Historical Society, June 17th
1939); the Dictionary of National Biography; and
various biographies of Lord Nelson, dealing with
his friendship with the Goldsmid family.
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BENJAMIN MOXON’S
PATENT POTION

“Moxon’s Effervescent Magnesian Aperient”
Judith Ayre (née Moxon) Member of Beverley) has written many articles for this Magazine
about the Moxons of Kingston Upon Hull. Here she tells us about Benjamin Moxon (1787-

1839) “Druggist and Chemist” of Hull.  
Rev. Richard Moxon, featured in MM30, page 9, was Benjamin’s younger brother

of an age to assist in the business.
Adverts for B. Moxon & Sons,

Manufacturing Chemists regularly appeared in
local newspapers, where Benjamin would
"respectfully inform his friends and the public"
about his products and "humbly solicit their
patronage".  In February 1813 a typical advert
listed some of the items sold, such as:-
Amboyne Mouth Powder, Elms Restorative
Powder, Goddards Imperial Renovator (for
sharpening razor edges) and Smyths Scouring
Drops (for removing grease spots).  Medicinal
items included Asthmatic Candy, Balsam of
Honey or Horehound, Anti-Scorbute Drops (to
prevent scurvy), and a wide variety of "Female
Pills".
Naturally, being a son
of Pontefract,
Benjamin also
stocked "Real
Pontefract Cakes of
superior quality, and
refined liquorice."

By 1815 the
adverts began to
include Benjamin's
own products.  He
began with Moxon's
Portable Ginger Beer,
which was bought as
a boxed powder and
mixed up to make 8
tumbler glasses in quantity.  It was stated the
powder would retain its properties in any cli-
mate for a considerable length of time and was
recommended for travellers and those residing
in hot climates.  In 1816 the recipe had been
improved and Benjamin "flatters himself that it
will now be found the most delicious, elegant,
convenient and wholesome Beverage ever
offered to the Public."

Next on the market were Moxon's Soda
Powders (to make up 6 or 12
glasses) and Moxon's
Aromatic Pastilles "for
fumigating the rooms of the
sick and for counteracting
any offensive smells" which
cost 6d a box.  By 1819
there was also Moxon's
Cough Electuary for
Coughs, Colds and Asthma.
As these products found a
market, they were manufac-
tured in larger quantities and
sold wholesale and retail
through the Market Place
shop, and also through a

THE MODERN MEDICAL industry has
grown so complex and bewildering that the
family name of Moxon has now become a
brand name (MM April 2002), but it is not so
long since pharmaceutical manufacture and
marketing were less sophisticated.  In your
youth you may have sung along with George
Formby in praise of his "Auntie Maggie's Home
Made Remedy" ("guaranteed never to fail"), or
serenaded Lily the Pink who invented
"Medicinal Compound" ("most efficacious in
every case"), but these famous ladies are only
fictional.  Our very own Benjamin Moxon, the
creator of Moxon's Effervescent Magnesian
Aperient, is not remembered in popular songs,
but in the 1800s his patent medicines made him
a fortune, and his products were household
names.

Benjamin Moxon was born in 1787 in
Pontefract and began his career with an appren-
ticeship to a Surgeon.  Due to ill health he failed
to qualify, and instead trained as a pharmacist.
He moved to Hull, and on 22 September 1810,
married a local girl called Hannah Portas in
Holy Trinity Church.  The following year
Benjamin opened a shop in the Market Place,
directly opposite Holy Trinity Church, and
began the business of Chemist and Druggist.  

In the 1800’s the skills required to run such
a business were more varied than those associ-
ated with general pharmacy today. 

Knowledge was naturally required of the
components in medicines for humans, but phar-
macists also made medicines for animals, car-
ried out dry salting, sold  household preserva-
tives such as spices and vinegar, and manufac-
tured oil colours and inks.  Having mastered
these skills and established the business,
Benjamin then began to invent and manufacture
his own products.  

From the beginning he recruited appren-
tices and junior partners until his own sons were

chain of retailers in other Yorkshire market
towns.

While Benjamin ran the business, Hannah
was busy raising their family of seven sons and
two daughters.  (Two other children had died in
infancy.)  For many years they lived "over the
shop" and Benjamin seems to have encouraged
his sons to be ambitious in their choice of
career.  The eldest son, Benjamin Portas (but
referred to as B.P.) was his father's assistant and
successor in the business.  James Burdett and
Thomas trained as doctors, Richard Ryder was
a Customs man and William Brown a wine
merchant.  Major Wills (Major being his
Christian name) pursued a side-line to the fam-
ily business, and for many years manufactured

glass bottles for medical wine and ale, and was
an agent for the Aire & Calder Bottle Co.
Another son, Septimus, moved to London and
his career is unknown.

The medicine from which the fortune was
made was Moxon's Effervescent Magnesian
Aperient - one of the later products developed
by Benjamin.  Described as being of "unrivalled
efficacy" and "decidedly the most generally
useful medicine ever offered to the public",
there seem to be few digestive problems that it
could not claim to cure:-

"For indigestion, bilious affections, pains in
the head, sick headache, casual or habitual cos-
tiveness (constipation), Nausea, sickness, heart-
burn, piles fistula, derangement of the stomach
and head, caused by excess either of eating or
drinking, and especially as a preventative and
safe remedy for the gout …..  Many
Testimonials of its efficacy, with other particu-
lars, are inserted in the Bill wrapped round each
bottle"

Apparently the modern equivalent to this
amazing stuff would be like Andrews Liver
Salts in a liquid form. The Aperient was manu-
factured in Hull, but was available wholesale in 

continued on next page
The site, on the left, in Market Place Hull, opposite Holy Trinity

Church, where Benjamin Moxon’s first shop stood. 
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Prof. Richard Moxon, Member of Oxford
Article taken from a recent edition of The Oxford Mail,

supplied by Joan Rendall.

The hospital will be a
"fantastic" opportunity.

LEUKAEMIA was a "death sentence" for chil-
dren when Prof. Richard Moxon was a junior
doctor nearly 40 years ago. 

Now 70 to 80 per cent of the 2,500 young
patients diagnosed with the disease survive,
thanks to the advances of paediatric research. 
Prof. Moxon, Action Research Professor of
Paediatrics Oxford University, hopes the new
Children's Hospital will aid the continuation of
breakthroughs in the world of child health. 

State-of-the-art medical and nursing care
automatically attracts leading scientists for clin-
ical research, and although Oxford already has
strong links in this field, it can only be
enhanced - with natural benefits for children
and their parents. 

Prof. Moxon said: "Obviously there are
huge advantages to having a dedicated facility
where clinical activity is created to bring pro-
fessionals  together. Research, and teaching, are
founded on clinical excellence. 

"At the Oxford hospitals we are scattered
all over the place. I don't think the importance
of providing the right  children's facilities was
high on the agenda when the JR (John
Radcliffe) was in the think-tank stages. It was
never thought paediatrics needed to be purpose-
built.  "If you accept that clinical research
depends on clinical excellence, then it becomes
obvious the new centre will be fantastic. Great
for parents and patients, while bringing  togeth-
er professionals who were doing things in a
previously ad hoc way." 

Based at the JR, Prof. Moxon and his col-
leagues are  already working on a catalogue of
research.  There are studies on vaccines, includ-
ing whooping cough and meningitis C, others
are investigating diabetes, diet, genetics and
child cancer.  

Prof. Moxon said: "There is provision in
the Children's Hospital plans for a space for
researchers. There will be an important oppor-

Prof. Richard Moxon

tunity in the future to  extend the research facil-
ities between the new Children's  Hospital and
the existing JR buildings. It's a very exciting
prospect. Patients will also have the availability
of new treatments, in a centre of excellence
where people doing research collaborate with
the clinicians." 

Joseph Conrad

IN MM19 (April 1997) we reproduced an arti-
cle written by Thomas F Moxon about his expe-
riences as a crew member on the Loch Etive,
sailing to Sydney in 1880. The Mate was Joseph
Conrad, who is now honoured by this pavement
plaque in Circular Quay, Sydney.

MOXONS 
of HUDDERSFIELD
and their £275 Pair of

Socks
THE DEFINITE ARTICLE:
ALTAI CASHMERE SOCKS

IF YOU GASP at the price - £275 a pair - you
will keel over when you learn that each pair is
so delicate it can be worn only 12 times. Why
so extraordinary? Because Altai cashmere is
one of the world's rarest, finest materials - pro-
duced from a spectacularly ugly breed of goat
that roams the remote Altai mountains of south-
west Mongolia. There is only enough yarn to
spin 144 pairs of socks each year, and Moxon of
Huddersfield is one of the few textile mills in
the world able to weave it!
From a cutting sent in by two Members:
Patricia Bascombe, Member of Ashurst,
Southampton, and Vera Moxon of Barnburgh-
for which many thanks.

Moxon of Huddersfield featured in MM1
(April 1988) and then in MM 27 (April 2000) in
"Roots 10 - The Moxons of Kirkburton".

Ed.

The Socks - in a Presentation Case.

Article held over from  our last issue.

continued from previous page.
London, Edinburgh, Liverpool, York and
Dublin.  It was supplied  in three sizes of bottle
- the family size one costing 11 shillings.

Benjamin Moxon died "after a long and
painful illness" at the comparatively early age
of 52 and was buried in the churchyard of St.
Helen's, Welton - a small village to the west of
Hull.  His Will shows that he left under £3,000,
but at the time this was a fairly considerable
amount and ensured that his children had
finance to fund their choice of careers.  B.P.
Moxon continued the business until his early
death in 1857 aged 45, but the Aperient was still
being manufactured in the 1860s - possibly
until Hannah's death in 1868.

Benjamin's products obviously found
favour with his customers but even a good
product requires the right sales pitch to attract
potential purchasers.  You may have wondered
in the course of this article what exactly is an

St. Helens, Walton.
The gravestone to the left of the porch is the memorial to Benjamin and Hannah, and B.P.Moxon.

Aperient?  Well this is where Benjamin's
shrewd marketing ability reveals itself, because
I doubt that he would have made his fortune

with a product called Moxon's Fizzy Laxative.

Judith Ayre
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Virginia Moxham and the Virginia Falls.
Reprint of an article from the Canadian Geographical Magazine- By their kind permission. 

VIRGINIA MOXHAM was a teenager when
her daddy swept in from one of his wild north-
ern adventures, having rafted down yet another
uncharted river, to announce that he was leav-
ing his wife for his secretary. The break with his
family was permanent;

Virginia only saw him once again.
Born in New York State in 1912, Virginia

was, according to husband Egbert Moxham Jr.,
"a dynamic and charming lady." She was a
housewife, had no children and loved to sail.
She passed away in 1997 in the retirement vil-
lage in Pennsylvania where Egbert, now 90,
still lives. 

Virginia's daddy was New York business-
man Fenley Hunter, who made his money in
trolley-car signs. His desertion was a wound
that never healed. Still, he did leave her a last-
ing memento of his affection. Before he stepped
out of her life, Hunter named one of Canada's
most dramatic geographical features, that thun-
dering waterfall on the cover, for his only
daughter. 

Virginia Falls interrupts the icy flow of the
South Nahanni River in the Northwest
Territories. The man who founded this maga-
zine, Charles Camsell, grew up in nearby Fort
Liard, N.W.T., where his father was a fur trader.
He heard stories in his boyhood about the falls.

In later life, when Camsell was Federal
Deputy Minister of Mines, he got to know
Hunter and told him about the thundering
cataract on the South Nahanni. 

Inspired, Hunter embarked on a journey
down the river in 1928. By taking compass
bearings and estimating the distance he had
travelled, he was able to pinpoint the location of

the falls for future map-makers. "I wish Virginia
could see them," he noted in his diary, "as I
have named them after her." His track and com-
pass survey, as it was called, was presented to
officials in Ottawa. In 1930, the Geographic
Board of Canada approved the name, and
they've been labelled Virginia Falls on maps
ever since.

But great changes are rippling across the
Northwest Territories today. Ed Struzik, the
author of our special report on the new
Northwest Territories, kayaked down the rivers
that course through its beating heart. Along his
route, he saw abandoned hunting and fishing
camps and isolated communities from which
the young are fleeing for jobs on projects rang-
ing from diamond and zinc mines to gas and oil
fields and a proposed pipeline down the
Mackenzie Valley. Many land claims have been 
settled, and Dene, Inuvialuit and Métis leaders
are negotiating agreements with resource com-
panies to ensure that their people will share in
the wealth generated by these endeavours. Yet
tensions remain between those who still hunt
and fish and place a high value on a landscape
lightly touched by human hands and those who
believe industrial development can be made to
deliver better education, jobs and other benefits
to those who own the land.

As we reported in the May/June issue, it
was Northwest Territories Deputy Premier Jim
Antoine who first raised the idea of renaming
Virginia Falls in honour of Pierre Trudeau. The
former prime minister had paddled the South
Nahanni in 1970 and, upon his return, had
urged his officials to carve a national park out
of the spectacular canyons that embrace the

river. 
The Dene who hunt moose in the area aren't

at all eager for the falls to become a memorial
to Trudeau. In July, Chief Leon Konisenta of
Nahanni Butte, a community of about 110 on
the banks of the river, a day's boat ride down-
stream from the falls, told me that his people
have always called them Náilicho, which in
Slavey simply means "big falls" and is the name
they'd prefer if there were a change.

Antoine has taken the sensible position that
any change must first meet with the approval of
the community of Nahanni Butte. It took gener-
ations for the people of the Northwest
Territories to train Ottawa to consult them
before federal officials made decisions on their
behalf about the region. Communities across
the Territories have earned the same considera-
tion from Yellowknife. 

While the debate about the name and,
indeed, the future of the Northwest Territories
unfolds, a lonely widower pads around his
retirement home in Pennsylvania. He has writ-
ten to the Prime Minister's Office to lobby for
the retention of his beloved Jinny's name on the
falls. His case is weak; he understands that. If
the name must be changed, he says, he would
prefer the Slavey term. It's about respect for
what lies closest to the heart.

Rick Boychuk
The Society does not have any knowledge of
Egbert Moxham or his ancestors - can anyone
help?

Ed.
Article sent in by Len Moxon, Member of
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

NEW YORK (Reuters Health) - The case of a 6
year-old girl who accidentally bit and inhaled
the tip of a mercury-filled glass thermometer
highlights the dangers associated with these
devices, according to researchers. 

The fever-measuring tool in question is an
older type of thermometer, study author Dr. J.
Paul Moxham of British Columbia's Children's
Hospital in Vancouver explained to Reuters
Health. Besides the danger of the broken shards
of glass injuring the child, he said that he and
his colleagues were also concerned that she
would develop mercury poisoning as a result of
the incident. 

Fortunately, as he and his co-author Dr.
Patricia K. Lee report in the recent issue of
Otolaryngology--Head and Neck Surgery, the
thermometer tip and all pieces of glass were
successfully removed, and the child showed no
signs of having mercury poisoning. 

Moxham cautioned that many types of ther-
mometers exist, but those that are made of glass
and contain mercury are of an older variety.
While many houses may have them, he said

they have likely been there since the 1970s, or
perhaps early 1980s.  However, he noted that
many parents still use glass thermometers, and
one lesson that can be learned from this incident
is that all glass thermometers--even ones that
don't contain mercury--can pose risks. "Really
any glass thermometer is at least dangerous if a
child...might bite it," Moxham said during an
interview. 

The incident described in the current report
occurred when the child screamed while her
mother put a thermometer in her mouth, then
accidentally bit it in half, and inhaled a portion
into her left lung. When the mother brought the
child to the hospital, Moxham and his col-
leagues realised that the tip of the thermometer
contained mercury, but it had settled upright
into the lung wall, and none of the mercury had
appeared to spill out. This was fortunate, he
said, for even the trace amounts of mercury
contained inside a thermometer can hurt a child.
"Any amount of mercury is dangerous,"
Moxham noted. 

To remove the shards of glass and the tip

from her lungs, the doctor inserted a rigid form
of a tool called a bronchoscope, which can
inspect the insides of organs in great detail, and
pick up objects to be carried out. In this case,
Moxham said that the glass thermometer was
too smooth to pick up, so the doctors suctioned
out the mercury, then inserted a tiny balloon-
like device-usually used to prop open clogged
arteries--inside the thermometer. They expand-
ed the balloon until it exerted strong pressure
against the inside walls of the thermometer tip,
then lifted balloon and tip out of the lung. 

Moxham noted that, in his opinion, parents
might be advised to rid their houses of mercu-
ry-filled glass thermometers altogether. He said
that these devices may be used more common-
ly in developing countries, and doctors who
treat patients in those regions may also want to
suggest parents use other options to measure
their child's fever. 

The American Academy of Paediatrics rec-
ommends that paediatricians stop using mercu-
ry-containing thermometers and encourages
parents to eliminate them as well. 

SOURCE: Otolaryngology--Head and Neck
Surgery 2002;127:339-341. 

And Another Moxham!
Dr. J. Paul Moxham of Vancouver
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The “Picture Postcard” 
Village of Cawthorne

Chris Moxon, Member of Witney, Oxon, was born in Cawthorne, the son of Connie and the
late James Moxon. Chris is an avid collector of picture postcards, and his collection

includes many of the Cawthorne of yester-year. 
He takes us on a guided stroll around “Old Cawthorne”.

THE PRETTY, award-winning village of
Cawthorne, was first mentioned in William the
Conqueror's "Domesday Book" of 1086.  The
Saxon Aleric held "Caltorne" under the
Lordship of the Norman Baron, Ilbert de Laci.
The manor was "three miles long and two
broad" and had a "priest and a church".  The
area of the present civil parish, 3707 acres, cor-
responds with that of 1086.  The ownership of
the manor can be traced by inheritance or pur-
chase from Ilbert de Laci to the Spencer
Stanhope family, lately of Cannon Hall.

The land surrounding the village had been
the source of coal, iron ore and stone, creating
wealth for successive Lords of the Manor.
Centuries of farming have rendered the land
green again, covering nearly all trace of former
workings.  The parish still has considerable
areas of woodland, with more than 30 bridle
ways and footpaths crisscrossing the land, some
bearing the legacy of former pack horse routes.
The visitor to Cawthorne will find much of
interest to see.

To the north of the village lies Cannon Hall,
formerly the seat of the Spencer Stanhope fam-
ily since the mid seventeenth century, until it
was purchased by Barnsley Corporation in
1951, and is now a Country House Museum.
Cannon Hall Park, surrounding the Hall had
been landscaped in the mid eighteenth century,
with lakes and waterfalls creating 'The
Cascade', as it is locally known, and a deer herd
introduced.  The Park had contained the cricket
field, an open air swimming pool and a nine-
hole golf course before the Second World War,
but after the outbreak of hostilities an Army
camp was built within it, including an airstrip
and many buildings.  After the war some of the
buildings were used to house refugees.  Soon
60% of the parish was covered by opencast coal
mining.  More than 800 mature trees in the Park
were felled as part of the operations and it never
regained its former appearance.

The history of an ancient parish often cen-
tres around the church and there is evidence that
All Saints, Cawthorne was one of the earliest in
the area.  The oldest part of the present building,
dating back to the thirteenth century, is the
North Chancel aisle, where an Anglian cross is
built into the outside wall.  Another Anglian
cross was restored and stands near the steps at
the western approach to the church.  Several
Anglian grave covers have been incorporated
into the north wall of the churchyard.  The
churchyard has been 'closed' for many years
and burials take place in the 'old' and 'new'
cemeteries alongside. Inside the church, a
roughly carved square font from the Anglian
period stands near the pulpit, which was carved
at Florence, the panels having been painted by

Mr Roddam Spencer Stanhope one of the Pre-
Raphaelite School of Artists, who had moved to
Italy for health reasons.  Roddam and his broth-
er Walter, who lived at Cannon Hall, were
largely responsible for the last major restoration
of the church between 1875 and 1880 in mem-
ory of their parents who had both died in 1873.
The base of the tower stands at 361 feet above
sea level and the church dominates the village.
The visitor will find much more of interest in
the church.  

The older part of the village runs from
Church Street, with Darton Road off to the
right, then left on Malt Kiln Row, down Taylor
Hill and spreads out into Tivy Dale, where
flows Cawthorne Dyke or the River Tivy, a trib-
utary of the River Dearne.  It is worth a stroll to
see some of the interesting buildings.  The road
through the village was formerly part of the
Barnsley to Shepley Lane Head Turnpike,
which took traffic to Huddersfield and was a
toll road for half of the nineteenth century.
Cawthorne had a bypass built in the 1930's thus
transferring the traffic from the central part of
the village on to what was to become a stretch
of the A635 Barnsley Manchester Road.

On leaving the Church, past the Parish
Room, one comes to Church Street where
stands The Spencer Arms Public House the last
of the seven which used to exist in the parish.
Moving down the street, The Fountain is to be
seen on the left.  This was given to the parish by
the Misses Stanhope of Banks Hall and provid-
ed the first 'mains' drinking water supply to the
village.  Looking back one can see Fountain
House at one time the Moxons' butchers shop.
Further on towards the junction, Chantry
House, the second Post Office, is on the right
next to the present Post Office.  Ahead can be
seen Golden Cross, a former public house, iden-
tified by the gold painted cross on a black back-
ground below the right-hand gable.

Turning right into Darton Road, you come
to the Wesleyan Chapel, opened in 1886.  Just
below on the opposite side of the road is where
the old chapel was.  When the new building was
opened, the former chapel was converted into
the Victoria Cottage Institute through the good
offices of Mrs. Ida Spencer Stanhope.  It was
not meant to be a charity, since users were
expected to subscribe towards the upkeep.  A
nurse was paid to attend, there being no doctor
resident in the village.  Lessons in Practical
Cooking were given to young girls and soup
was made and sold. A plaque on the wall bears
the details 'Victoria Cottage Institute 1887'.  At
the bottom of Darton Road lies Clay Hall Farm,
where the Moxons had their slaughter house.
Retracing one's steps past the Golden Cross on
to Malt Kiln Row, where the houses were con-

verted from former malt kilns, number one on
the left is Holly Cottage, formerly Holly House,
the first Post Office.  To the right is the top of
Cliffe Hill Lane, which used to be the main
route from the village to Cannon Hall.  Round
the corner to the left can be seen the War
Memorial by the side of the Victoria Jubilee
Museum, at the top of Taylor Hill.  The
Museum was built by the Cannon Hall Estate
workmen to a design by Sir Walter Spencer
Stanhope.  On 15th October, 1887 the founda-
tion stone was laid, and the Bishop of
Wakefield officially opened the Museum on
26th October, 1889. Many of the materials used
in the construction had been salvaged from
other Estate buildings, and the interior timbers
are of a 'cruck’ formation.  Some of the early
exhibits were donated by friends of the Spencer
Stanhopes notably John Ruskin, and by the
family themselves from their various world
travels.  It now contains a fascinating mixture
of local and overseas items.  The Museum was
bought from the Cannon Hall Estate in 1953 by
a Committee of Trustees, which acted on behalf
of the villagers.  The day to day running is in
the hands of a voluntary committee, and there
have been two extensions to the building in
recent years, one named after James Albert and
Noel Fredrick Moxon in recognition of their
endeavours.  Down the hill past the School on
the left, you can see the old Forge on the right,
at the start of Dark Lane.  To be seen down the
lane is Brook House, formerly the home of Abel
Hold, the painter, where James Albert and Noel
Frederick Moxon lived before they were mar-
ried.  Along Tivy Dale on the left hand side is
the bungalow which Jim had built after the
death of his father, and where his widow,
Connie Moxon still lives.  On the right at the
entrance to The Park is South Lodge.  Further
on one can see the Village Hall, built by the
Stanhope family as an Infants and Girls School
in 1858, and last used in 1932 as a school.
Again, there is an extension known as the
Moxon Room, dedicated to the two brothers
who had served the village and parish so well
over the years.  Ahead can be seen Toll Bar
Cottage at the end of the bypass past Dale
House.  The road leaving this point past the
front of Toll Bar Cottage is Woolstocks Lane,
leading to Banks Hall, the former dower house
of the Spencer Stanhope family.

There are other things of note for the visitor
to see, as also there are at Cannon Hall Country
House Museum, surrounded by lovely park-
land, where one can wander at will.  It is hoped
that this article has given some insight into the
background and history of the village of
Cawthorne, and encourage a further visit to see
more.
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1 View from the top of the Church Tower,
showing the allotments on both sides of the
Church Walk, and the School.

2  The Church and the top part of the 'old'
Cemetery.

3   Church Bellringers, 1928 Taken outside the
North porch, Albert Edward Moxon, the
writer's grandfather is 3rd right back row.

4   The Spencer Arms Public House A view
from the side of the Village Green towards the
only Pub in the village, (there used to be seven!)

5  The Fountain
in Church Street.
This was erected
in 1867 to
receive the first
piped water sup-
ply to the village.
In the back-
ground stands
Fountain House,
the board above
the door reading
'WilliamMoxon',
his Butcher's
Shop, which he
had from 1871.

6 Another view up Church Street  William
Moxon's shop can be seen, with his van parked
in front. 

7   Chantry House, Church Street  This was the
Post Office from 1906, with the writer's mater-
nal grandfather, Rowland Wilkinson, the
Postmaster.

8  Wesleyan Chapel, in Darton Road
£1,200 was raised by Richard Charlesworth,
Rowland Wilkinson's uncle to build the Chapel,
which was opened in 1896.  The children would
be reading newspapers from the Institute.

9  Victoria Cottage Institute, Darton Road.
The former Chapel was given by the Spencer
Stanhope family of Cannon Hall to provide a
paid nurse,  and a reading room.

10   Darton Road Looking towards the vil-
lage centre, Clay Hall Farm is on the right,
where the Moxons had their slaughterhouse, in
the foreground.

11    Holly House, Malt Kiln Row
The Old Post Office (to 1906) is shown, with
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Charlesworth.  On the
right is one of the houses converted from former
malt kilns. On the left is Holly Cottage, where
James Albert Moxon moved when he was mar-
ried.

12    The Victoria Jubilee Museum
This is on the right, with Museum Cottage and
Malt Kiln Row to the left.

13 The interior of the Museum  This was
opened in 1889 and has been extended in mem-
ory of James Albert (the writer's father) and
Noel Frederick Moxon, his uncle.

NOTE:  The Proportions of Picture
Postcards do not allow for a tidy layout.

Hence some have been “cropped” to suit the
space available.
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24 Cannon Hall This was purchased by
Barnsley Corporation in 1951 and is now a
Country Park Museum.  The ha ha keeps the
cattle from the lawn at the front of the Hall.

23   Cannon Hall, seat of the Spencer Stanhope
family Pictured in the distance, this view
shows the landscaped parkland which sur-
rounded the Hall.  In the foreground can be
seen two golfers on one of the tees of the nine
hole cours in the Park before the Second World
War.  It was destroyed when an army camp, with
shooting range and airstrip was built during the
war, followed by opencast coal mining when
more than 800 mature trees in the Park were
felled.

22  Banks Hall: The Dower House of Cannon
Hall, where the unmarried Spencer Stanhope
sisters lived.

21   New Row, Tivy Dale:  These six houses
were built for the Moxons in 1906, to rent. 

20    South Lodge, Tivy Dale. This Lodge,
opposite the Moxon bungalow, was at one of the
entrances to Cannon Hall Park, showing some
of the Spencer Stanhope family’s staff.

19   Walter Paton Moxon. Here he is shown,
outside the Moxon's bungalow,  James Albert's
cousin, with whom he had a partnership in the
butcher's business, which had previously been
carried on by their respective fathers, William
and Albert Edward Moxon.  

18   Tivy Dale: After his father died, James
Albert Moxon had this bungalow built and he
moved in during 1936.  

17   The Cricket Ground, Dark Lane The team
of 1936 is shown, with Noel Frederick Moxon
third left, front row.

16   Brook House, the former home of the artist
Abel Hold.    This was the family home of Albert
Edward Moxon, until his death in 1934.

15   Empire Day celebrations, 1908, in the
school playground. James Albert Moxon is
shown extreme left, front row. 

14 Taylor Hill, with the Museum at the
top, showing a traction engine accident.  It was
loaded with bricks to build New Row qv.  

SKETCH MAP OF
CAWTHORNE

SHOWING THE 
LOCATION OF THE 

PICTURES
NOTE:  The Proportions of Picture

Postcards do not allow for a tidy layout.
Hence some have been “cropped” to suit.
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From the Local Brisbane Paper in 1930.
THE OLD HOME of the late Mr. and Mrs. T.
Moxon, between Toowong and Taringa, has
been handed over by the famIly to the Church
of England. The Diocesan Council accepted the
gift at its meeting yesterday, and as soon as pos-
sible wiII use it as an old men's refuge, to
replace the present institution on North Quay. 

The Diocesan Registrar (Mr. Gordon  E.
Gall) said that the family had offered the home
to the Church of England for use as an institu-
tion. It is solidly built of wood, containing 14
rooms and a detached room at the back, known
as the "school room" and used as a nursery. It
will make an  excellent old men's refuge. 

The original house, which  has been  added
to from time to time, was purchased 38 years
ago by the late Mr. T.  Moxon from Mr. Munro
Hull, and is about 50 years old. It is surrounded
by spacious grounds of over three acres, con-
taining fine old trees and  lawns. The trees are
willows, bunya pines, jacarandas, silky oaks,
bauhinias, and camphor laurels. Some of them
are as old or older than the house. It is the
expressed wish of the family that the grounds
shall be preserved in their present beauty, with-
out molestation of the trees, in memory of the
late Mr. and Mrs. T. Moxon. 

The home was called Camden after
Camden in New South Wales, where Macarthur
started Australia's sheep industry. Macarthur
was a friend of the late Mrs. Moxon's family in

the ear1y days. 
Mr: Gall also reported at yesterday's meet-

ing that he had received fromt he the
Queensland Turf  C1ub a subscription as a
result of the c1ub's last benevolent meeting,
which would be devoted to the Women's Shelter
and the Tufnell home. 

Mr. Coungeau, of Brible, who recent1y
donated his property on the Island to the Church
for  use as an institution, gave permission that it
shou1d be called Coungeau House.
(Subsequently it was renamed St. John’s
Home.)

This artice was sent in by Margaret Moxon,
Member of Brisbane. The Mr. and Mrs. T
Moxon, who owned Camden, were Tom Moxon,
Member of Brisbane’s  Grandparents.
Margaret wrote: “Tom and Jenny came for
lunch on Sunday 22nd. September 2002, and
then we all went on to St. John’s Home for the
Dedication and Opening of extensions to the
Home. Simon meanwhile had looked up his
mother’s old scrapbook and found a report from
the local paper of the first opening (reproduced
above). There is nothing left of the old house,
but some of the beautiful old trees are still in the
gardens. This very comfortabe residence caters
for 65 old men, who all seem to love being there
as the staff are very caring, and the atmosphere
most pleasant. 

Camden, which will becme a home for aged men
Photo  1930

Historic House for Aged Men

The Lady Nelson

Replica of the Lady Nelson
Photo taken from Elizabeth Quay, Hobart, Tasmania.

SITTING at a cafe on Elizabeth Quay, sipping
coffee, whilst Dymps and Fiona, our daughter,
did some shopping, The “Lady Nelson” docked.
I took the photo purely because she was a pret-
ty vessel. After docking, I read the plaque
mounted on the railings. The original “Lady
Nelson” was built in 1798, and sailed out from
England to Tasmania in 1800. The name rang a
bell! Searching through some pamphlets later
on, I read that William Banks of the “Lady
Nelson” had discovered the Cataract Gorge just
a few miles up the River  Esk from its mouth,
near Launceston in 1804.

In 1834, whilst trading around the coast of
Indonesia, she had been siezed by natives, her
crew all killed, and the ship burned.

Later, when visiting the Australian National
Maritime Museum in Sydney, we came across
an exhibit of a small cannon - it was the only
surviving relic of the “Lady Nelson”!

What connection with the Moxons? A bit
tenuous! In MM 30 (October 2002) we pub-
lished Bob Moxon Browne’s article about
Samual Barker Moxon.  Samuel was a friend of
Lord Nelson! JMH

Future Moxon
Family Trees.

IN 1988/9, when I started to co-ordinate Moxon
Family trees on behalf of the Society, I tried to
find a suitable proprietary program which
would layout and print large family trees. There
was nothing available in the market. This
resulted in me writing my own suite of comput-
er programs in BASIC, which would do the
necessary job. These programs have been used
by me ever since. 
Unfortunately:
A They are not "user friendly" - making them
difficult for other membersto use.
B     They are not compatible with the numer-
ous proprietary programs that are now avail-
able.
C     I am way behind with the updating of many
of the trees, of which there are now over 50.

The net effect is that we need to introduce a
modern system, and to transfer the data to this
new sytem. Having been doing practically all
this work since the Society was inaugurated, I
am looking for other
Members to introduce, and operate the new
sytem for the Society.

Most of the modern proprietary program have
considerable compatibility, one with another.
Most support the export and import of files
named GEDCOM files, so that data can be
freely interchanged, either as attached files to
e:mails, or by post on floppy discs. 

THE WAY FORWARD:

In order to decide the "way forward", I set up an
Ad Hoc Committee comprising myself, and
probably the three most computer literate
Members of the Society , namely  Graham
Jagger, John S Earnshaw and Tom Werner
Moxon, Member of Beaverton, Oregon, USA. 

continued on next page
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continued from previous page.
The consensus was that we should "standarise"
on a proprietry program named "Family Tree
Maker" as the recommended program for
Members to use where possible. It has excellent
tree drawing facilities, and is relatively easy to
use. We are not suggesting that Members who
already use a different program should change,
providing their existing program will export
and import GEDCOM files.

Tom Werner Moxon has  agreed to co-ordi-
nate the transfer of the data from the existing
MX Tree Files to Family Tree Maker. At pres-
ent he is attempting to do the transfer electroni-
cally.

However, since the data in my files is
unstructured, manual checking and correction
will be essential.  In this event, we will need a
number of volunteers to help with this checking
and correction. At this time the trees will also
need to be updated.

A number of you already have your Moxon
family trees in GEDCOM format, but how
many, and which trees? We e:mailed all
Members who have e:mail and computers, to
find out, and to ask if they would be prepared to
help. A number responded positively, but we
will need more!

If, at present, you do not use your comput-
er for genealogy, would you be prepared to have
a go?

Please let me know.
John Moxon Hill

Glen Moxon, Member of Byron Bay, celebrated his 80th Birthday on 26 May, 2002. 
Belated Many Happy Returns of the Day, Glen!

Photo by Margaret Moxon. 
Left to Right:  Doug Moxon and sons, Glen Moxon, Simon Moxon, Geoff Moxon and 

daughters. (Doug and Geoff are Glen’s sons.)
(Unfortunately, the photo arrived too late to be included in our last October issue.)

Apologies for the photo. not being in colour!

"Where There's a Will..."
continued from back page.

bequests? If this were not so, then a clear expla-
nation for the use of the gift would normally be
made in the Will.

Having drawn up his hurried Will on 5th
January 1849, Benjamin then begins to clarify
his thoughts and later on that self same day he
adds  a Codicil to his original document. He
realises that bequests should have been made to
his relations and to his loyal servant and house-
keeper so he corrects these omissions in his
codicil. It is almost as if the Will was a dummy
run and in his agony of mind,  it was ill-con-
ceived and not properly thought through and
now he was making amends.

The three documents were all formulated
within a few days of each other. The Times
Obituary is dated 29th January 1849 and refers
to an Inquest held on the previous Friday  -  let
us assume about four days previously, which
would take us to 25th January. Allowing 12

days after the suicide for the Inquest to sit and
we arrive at a date of death somewhere around
l3th of the month. The Will and Codicil both
bear the date of 5th January, thus Benjamin
seems to have decided by then to end it all and
to take his life.
The concept of suicide during the nineteenth
century was a serious matter indeed. After all,
Benjamin was hell-bent on destroying his own
body which God had made. He would have
been denied a burial on consescated ground.
How sad this must have seemed to his relations
and friends.

Our Society has a small Tree, [bonsai!] of
this branch of the family so it is known that
Benjamin's Mother was Martha nee
Richardson. This ties in nicely with the testa-
tor's bequest to his Uncle William Richardson,
who inherits £300 in the codicil. Benjamin's
Grandfather was another Benjamin Varley,
whose wife was called Esther, but her surname
is unknown. I would hazard a guess that it
might have been Moxon, thus infusing the fam-
ily with our  Moxon blood.

It would be fascinating if one of our readers
could throw more light on to the life and griev-
ous end of our testator. 1849 is really not all that
long ago and someone out there must remember
a grand-parent  perhaps who recounted the trag-
ic story of a distant ancestor - Benjamin Moxon
Varley.

JR.

A search on www.familysearch.com (the
IGI on line) revealed:
Martha Richardson married John Benjamin
Varley on 10 July 1791 at St. Andrew by the
Wardrobe, London. 
John Benjamin Varley was baptised on 14
January 1770 at St. Botolph, London, the son of
Benjamin and Esther Varley.

Unfortunately no record of the marriage of
Benjamin Varley to Esther, or the baptisms of
Benjamin Moxon Varley, or of his brother,
Henry John Varley, could be found.

Was Esther’s maiden name Moxon? Any
assistance would be much appreciated.

Ed.
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Vera Moxon
Recovering well.

MANY MEMBERS know Vera Moxon, partic-
ularly those who have attended the Moxon
Gatherings. Vera and Fred are Founder mem-
bers of the Society, and have helped in the
organisation of most of the Gatherings held in
Yorkshire.

Last autumn, Vera was diagnosed as having

cancer of the oesophagus. After several sessions
of chemotherapy, she had an oesophagectomy
and gastrectomy. For a long time she was in the
intensive care ward. Vera has now been trans-
ferred to a local hospital for recouperation. She
is looking forward to going home, where Fred
will become “head cook and bottle washer”!

Well done Vera! We all wish you a speedy
recovery.

Ed.
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The Will of Benjamin Moxon Varley
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This is my last Will and Testament of me, Benjamin Moxon Varley of Fleet Street in the City of
London, Engraver and Jeweller.
First I will and direct that all my just debts, funeral expenses and costs of proving this my Will be
paid out of my personal estate.
I give, devise and bequeathe unto George Lamborn all my real estate whatsoever and wheresoever
the same may be situated, to hold for uses known unto him. And I give and bequeathe all my lease-
hold property unto the said George Lamborn, and the stock in trade, stock in the public funds,
household furniture, books, pictures, plate, linen, china, debts owing to me and all other [of] my
moneys,[and] securities for money. And other [of] my Personal Estate and Effects of every descrip-
tion , wheresoever the same may be. To hold unto the said George Lamborn for uses known unto
him
And I do hereby nominate and appoint the said George Lamborn my Executor and Residuary
Legatee and I likewise nominate and appoint my brother, Steven [?] Moxon Varley my Executor.

CODICIL
I will and bequeathe unto my said Uncle, William George [?] Richardson Esq. of No. 5, Pembroke
Square Kensington, in the County of Middlesex, the sum of three hundred pounds in full, free from
Legacy duty and all costs and charges likewise.
I will and bequeathe unto my said brother, Henry John Varley the sum of fifty pounds in full, free
from Legacy duty and all costs and charges.
And I will and bequeathe unto Harriett Hutt of No. 37 Edwards Square Kensington, in the County
of Middlesex, the sum of fifty pounds in full, free from legacy duty and all costs and charges and
exclusive of all wages and other moneys due or owing to her, for her long and ever faithful servic-
es to the family, and I likewise will and bequeathe unto the aforesaid Harriett Hutt, the Ivy [Ivory]?
Tusk.

Witness my hand this 5 day of January 1849.
.
(Signed)  B M Varley. [The names of the Witnesses are very obscure. JR.]
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NOTES ON THE WILL OF BENJAMIN
MOXON VARLEY.
On January, 1849, Benjamin Moxon Varley , a
prosperous London Engraver and Jeweller,
carefully placed a pistol in his mouth, pulled the
trigger and blew out his brains. What agonies of
mind caused him to take such a drastic and trag-
ic action is at present unknown, for all we have
left of him now are three documents.

First, there is a brief Will which is rather
dull and uninformative. 

Secondly, there is an attached Codicil to the
Will in which Benjamin decided to remember
some of his relations, none of whom were men-
tioned in the original document. In it, he also
decided to reward his faithful housekeeper and
servant, Harriett Hutt, who had been with the
family for many a long year. Does not her very
name conjure up an image of a char-woman,
who had worn her fingers to the bone in the
constant black leading of the kitchen range and
the scrubbing of the parlour floor?

The final of the three documents is
Benjamin Moxon Varley's Obituary in The
Times, dated 29th January 1849, which was
published in full in the October 2000 edition of
the Magazine. It seems unnecessary to produce
it again,  but as a brief reminder, here are the
salient  points. The inquest was held in
Kensington, where it was reported that
Benjamin Moxon Varley was a bachelor, aged
56 years, who had succeeded his Father in the
well known jewellery and engraving business in
Fleet Street, London.

He was discovered dead in his bedroom,
by his housekeeper, who raised the alarm and a
surgeon promptly attended and pronounced that
Benjamin was indeed dead. It was said at the
inquest that the deceased had never, at any time
exhibited the slightest sign of lunacy or had
ever threatened to take his own life. No one was
aware that he kept a pair of pistols in his house.

The whole affair seemed a mystery, and the
verdict was that Benjamin Moxon Varley had
shot himself but that there was no evidence as
to the state of mind at the time.

It is likely that Benjamin was seriously con-
templating suicide when he drew up his Will
and Codicil both unusually, on the same day - 5
January 1849.

There are vague indications of panic and
haste in the wording of the Will, which are per-
haps, not obvious at the first reading. Indeed,
the first line itself:-
This is MY last Will and Testament, of
ME.....suggests a lack of eye to detail. 

Furthermore, why would he leave his entire
and considerable estate to George Lamborn,
with the tantalising phrase, 'for uses known
unto him'? These few words are repeated fur-
ther along the document. Surely, a recipient
decides for himself to what use he will put his

continued at foot of previous page


